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mutch more. If one were to go into the
many provisions of the Bill it would only
be wearying bon. members. I do not pro-
pose to do that, because it seems to me the
Minister must necessarily be impressed
with the fact that whilst members desire
to pass a Bill dealing with main roads, they
wish to see a measure worthy of Parlia-
ment, and one that will not give dissatisfac-
tion. As a representative of the Metro-
politan Province I would point out that
the City Council have expended large sums
on the construction of bitusnenouis roads,
an expenditure that no other local autho-
rity has bad to incur.

lion. J1. 7Duffell: And they have guaran-
teed the maintenance of those roads for
somne years.

Hou. J. NICHOLSON: Yes. If, tinder
some legislative enactment, property or any
rights be resumed, it is only fair that the
owner of that property or rights should
receive compensation for the loss sustained
througrh the resumption. If the -rights of
the City Council in respect of those
ilitumenous roads are to be taken away, it
will he only just if consideration be given
to the expenditure that has been incurred
oii those roads. Earing been a member of
the Cloed Roads Association for quite a
long timne, I am particularly interested in
this (luestion of roads. I will support the
second reading of the Bill, but under the
reservation that the Bill be referred to a
select committee.

On motion by Hon. J. B. Brown, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (2)-R-ETURNED.

1, M1inisters' Titles;,
2, Public Education Endowment Amend-

ment.
Without amendment.

E3ILL-VRY ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from Assembly and, on motion
by the Honorary M1inister, read a first time.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

legislative - EseeenbIy,
Thursday, .109hi Septemnbet, 1925.
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The SPEAKCER took the Chair at 4.30
pim., and read prayers.

PRIVILEGE-INCORRBOT PRESS
REPORT.

Mr. Hughes and the "J Vest Australian."

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) (4.321: 1
rise on a quiestion of privilege. I desire to
direct the attention of the House to a breach
of privilege contained in a Press report of
the proceedings last night. I refer to a
newspaper printed and published by Samuel
Thomas Williams at the "West Australian"
office, St. Georges Terrace, Perth. The
paragraph appears under the heading "News
and Notes," and reads--

"Change your solicitor. "-When all of the
clauses of the Jury Act Amendment Bill had
been dealt with in Committee in the Legisla-
tive Assembly yesterday, Mr. Sleezuan sought
to have inserted a provision giving women
the optional right of sitting on juries. The
amendment was ruled oat of order by the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. Lutefl, who
said that it was irrelevant to the subject mat-
ter of the Bill, which only dealt with the ap-
pointment of special jurors and the firing of
jurymen 's fees. Mr. Sleeman moved to dis-
agree with the ruling and consulted with Mr,
Hughes, who has legal aspirations. The
Speaker (Afr, T. 'Walker) upheld the ruling
df the Chairman of Committees, and said that
the title of the Bill could not be altered to
cover the desired asneodmentL Thereupon 3Mr.
Teesdale 's deep voice boomed across the
Chamber: ''You will have to change your
solicitor; I can see that.''

I contend the paragraph is a breach of priv-
ilege on the following grounds :-(I.) It is
not a correct and faithful report; (2.) The
report is made mala fide; (2.) It is Dot
fair and accurate; (4.) It is made with
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malice, On the first point, Mr. Sleeman did
'tot move to disagree with the Chairman's
ruling after consulting me. Mr. Sleeman
never consulted me as to whether he should
move to disagree with the Chairman's ruling.
The member for Fremantle is responsible for
himself and does not need to consult other
people. The first I heard of his intention
to move to disagree with the ruling was when
he told me he proposed to do so. The use
of the word "consulted" is particularly un-
happy, because it states very definitely and
clearly that the hon. member acted on my
advice. When I entered the Chamber Mir.
Sleeman already bad before him a copy of
May's "Parliamentary Practice" opened at
a certain place, and a copy of the Standing
Orders in readiness to support his contention.
It is not true that the bon. member moved to
disagree with the Chairman's ruling, and
consulted me. He did not consult me after
he had moved to disagree with the ruling.
The report is made inala fide because the
matter is not printed under the proceedings
of Parliament in the ordinary way, but is
taken out and specially featured in a column
headed "News and Notes."

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You were given a
star position.

Mr. HUGHES: The remark of the mem-
her for Roebourne (Mn. Teesdale) appears
in inverted commas. If it had been an or-
dinary report included in the ordinary pro-
ceedings, one could not claini that it was
done malt, ide, butt the people responsible
for the paragraph have gone to the- trouble
of giving it the most prominent position
they could in the newspaper. Reports of
proceedings, in order to be within privilege,
must be fair and accurate. Is it fair for
rep~orters seated in the Press gallery to make
a definite statement of fact that Mr. Sleeman
consulted with met

Mr. Latham: They do not say that it was
on any particular item.

Mr. HUGHES: From the reporters' posi-
tion in the Press gallery how can they say
whether he consulted with me or not? Is
the privilege of reporting the proceedings
of this Parliament to be so utterly disre-
garded that a pressman in the gallery seeing
two hon. members in conversation is to be at
liberty to construe what he likes from it?
Is he to be at liberty to say that because two
members were in conversation, he knows
what took place between them? It is im-
possible for the pressmen to know what

takes place in private conversation between
two members in their places in the Chamber.
Surely they are not at liberty to put what-
ever words they like into the mouths of boa.
members. It was impossible for the repres-
entatives of the Press to know whether the
member for Fremantle consulted me.
Through their disregard, their abuse, I may
say, of privilege, they have misconstrued.
Now I come to the most important feature:
thle question of malice. I take it I shall be
permitted to digress a little in order to prove
the malice that has been shown by this
newspaper towards me.

Air. George: But you are not the only one;
I get a share of it.

Mir. HUGHES: If the hon. member gets
his share, I hope he will join with me in
protecting the rights and privileges of the
House. I do not for one moment think
that there was any venom or malice in the
interjection made by the member for Roe-
bourne. I regard it as just a thought that
flashed across his mind, and he flung it
across the Chamber.

Mr. Teesdale: That is so.
Mr. HUGHES: I absolutely exonerate the

hon. member for the interjection, to which
I take no exception.

Mr. Davy: It made us all laugh.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are easily

amused.
Mir. Davy: But you laughed, too.
Mr. HUGHES: The member for West

Perth (Mr. Davy) is one of the children of
this newspaper, and of course it can do no
wrong.

Mr. Davy: I do not know what you mean
by that.

Mr. HUGHES: Surely the bon. member
is not going to be a party to an abuse of the
privileges of members of this House! I
want to show how this newspaper has been
guilty of malice. Going back to November,
1022, the employees of this and other news-
papers went on strike.

Mr. Latham: I do not think you should
discuss that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in discussing that.

ANr. HUGHES: Am I not at liberty to
show where malice comes in?

Mr. SPEAKER: Until I have heard the
hon. member's motion, I cannot say what he
is speaking to. Matters of privilege involve
fair comment, but it would not be right on
a motion of privilege to introduce a matter
that occurred years ago.
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Mr. HUGHES: That will rather limit my
op~portunity to show thle Rouse where malice
nrenrq.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know what form
the hon. member's motion will take.

Mr. HUGHES: My motion will be-"That
the printer and publisher of the 'West Aus-
tralian' be censured for a breach of privilege
in the publication of this paragraph."

Mr. SPEAKER: It is unnecessary to show
any malice or motive whatsoever. Provided
the lhon, member can show that the publica-
tion is a breach of the rules, a reflection
upon members or any member of this Cham-
ber in his legislative capacity that is quite
sufficient to prove a breach of privilege. The
hon. member need -not go to the extent of
demonstrating any malicious motive. This
house may be misrepresented or slandered,
or a breach of privilege may be committed,
even with the very best of motives.

Air. HUGHES: I thought that the show-
ing of malice would strengthen the position.
As you have ruled that it is not necessary
to show malice, I shaUl leave it at that. The
itinocent interjection of the member for
Roebourne has been turned maliciously into
a grave reflection, a reflection that must af-
fect me seriously, apart from thie House. I
sin sorry that I am forced to take this step
because in the burly-burly of public life I
am quite capable of taking the rough with
the smooth, and I invariably take whatever
is going. But there is a limit to misrepre-
sentation and this sort of thing.

Mr. Thomson: You are a bit thin-
skinned.

Mr. HUGHES: There is a doctrine that
public men should not be thin-skinned. I
think public men require to be pretty thick-
skinned.

Ron. G. Taylor: They need to be while
you are here.

Mr. HUGHES: There is some limit to
which newspapers should go, and I consider
it. my duty as a member of the House and
for the protection of members' privileges to
bring this matter before tile House. I
move-

That the publisher of the ''West Austra-
liaa" newspaper be censured for a breach of
privilege in the publication of tbia paragraph.

MR. SLEEXAN (Fremantle): I second
the motion.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
them) [4.46):. Can we have a copy of the
new spaper?

Mr. George: We do not know what this
is about.

'Mr. SPEAKER: The member for East
Perth himself read the article, but if hon.
members desire to hear it again, the Clerk
can read it.

The Clerk Assistant read the article.
Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: I do not

know what the member for East Perth com-
plains about.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:- If you would only
keep your sup porters quiet, we would not
be run into this kind of trouble.

.Mr, Latham; It is a free advertisement.
Ron, Sir James -MITCHELL: I do not

Aee that there has been a breach of privil-
ege. I do not know bow the interjection
came to be made, unless something was said
about the member for Fremantle having eon-
sulted the member for East Perth. If we
are expected to take exception to everything
printed with which we do not quite agree,
the whole time of this Chamber will he
taken Lip in listening to such complaints.

Mr. George: We should need a special
session,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
What we say is reported in every paper,
fairly accurately. As the result of ab-
breviated reports there must from time
to time he something to which exception can
be taken, as the sense may be altered by the
omission of words. However, the sense is
never altered by the introduction of words
that were not used. Are the words. "You
,will have to change your solicitor" those
to which the member for East Perth ob-
jects, or does he object to the words im-
plying that the member for Fremantle con-
suiedi him? If it be a question of chang-
ing a solicitor, the member for East Perth
cuznnot even be referred to. Of course we
all hope that some day he will succeed in his
ambition to become a solicitor, but he still
has a long way to go. Every day and all
day, whenever we take up a newspaper, we
see far more serious lapses than this one,
if this he a lapse. I do not think the mem-
ber for East Perth can make a speech with-
out going a good deal further than this
article goes. Certainly I have never heard
the hon. member make a speech without go-
ing further.

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order, I wish
the hon. member to withdraw the statement
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that 1 accuse people of something they have
never done.

Mir. SPEAI(ER: A withdrawal of that
statement is asked for.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I with-
draw the remark, Sir. Even in his last
speech the member for East Perth accused
a member sitting on this side of the House
of being one of the children of the "West
Australian"-a much more serious accusa-
tion and calculated to do much more harm
than the simple statement to which the mem-
ber for East Perth draws attention to-day.
If the member referred to should take e.x-
ception to the publication of that statement
in to-morrow's "West Australian," would
that also be a breach of privilege? If ever
there was a storm in a teacup, it is this
motion. Probably the "West Australian"
was merely anticipating an event when ad-
vising the member for Fremantle to change
his solicitor. I have no doubt the member
for Fremantle will do that when the mem-
ber for East Perth has been admitted. If
the member for East Perth had a right to
feel aggrieved, if the matter were in any
way serious, if a member had been misrepre-
sented deliberately with the idea of doing
him an injury, I would be the first to sup-
port a motion of this kind. But I cannot
for the life of mue see that the member for
East Perth has the slightest justification for
the action hie has taken this afternoon.

THE PREMER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [4.5]1: At the first glance it
might he considered that no serious grounds
for complaint existed, but in my opinion the
member for East Perth has reason to com-
plain of the wording of the paragraph. The
House should, I consider, resist any attempt
to hold its members up to ridicule in the
columns of the public Press. The whole
substance of the paragraph, to my mind, is
that the member for Fremantle took ecertin
steps to disagree with a ruling of the Chair-
man of Committees, that the matter was re-
ferred to the Speaker, and that the conten-
tion of the member for Fremantle was not
upheld. In other words, the member for
Fremantie took steps which were without
justification, steps in which he was not sup-
ported by' the Standing Orders or the rules
of the House. It could be held that be made
a foolish move in attempting to disagree
with the Chairman of Committees. Com-
ment upon the action of the member for

Fremantle in this connection would be all
right, but the paragraph places the respon-
sibility for that action upon the member for
East Perth.

Hon. G. Taylor: Not a bad place to put
it, either.

The PREMTIER: 1 do not know that. I
do not think :inv member is entitled to ask
that sonic other muember shall carry his sins.
It is entirely wrong to hold up the member
for East Perth as the adviser of the member
for Fremantle in doing something for which
there wvas no justification. Has a newspaper
reporter the right to divine the thoughts of
lion. members because he sees them engaged
in conversation? Even though be saw the
member for Fremantle and the member for
East Perth engaged in conversation with
each other, what right had the newspaper
reporter to conclude that the member for

eateths avising the member for
Feateon thsparticular point? It was

an unwarranted assumption. It is perfectly
right to rejport what is said in this House,
and to draw conclusions from what is said;
but to assert, as; this paragraph does, that
the member for East Perth advised the mem-
ber for Frenmantle, is wrong. No newspaper
man has the right to assert such a thing.
First of all the paragraph states that the
member for Fremantle took steps for which
he had no griunds, and then it implies that
no blame is attachable to that hon. member
because he acted on the advice of the mem-
her for East Perth.

Mr. Latham: The paragraph only says
that the membe±r for Fremantle consulted the
member for East Perth. It does not say
that the member for East Perth advised the
member for Fremantle.

The PREMIER: That is mere subterfuge.
The whole paragraph deals with the question
of the motion to disagree with' the Chair-
man's ruling. The motion is rejected, and
the newspaper reporter speaks of "Mr. Slee-
man, who had consulted with Mr. Hughes."
The only inference to. he drawn from that,
the only interpretation to he placed upon it,
is that the member for Fremantle had con-
sulted the member for East Perth as to the
motion to disagree with the Chairman's
ruling.

Mr. George: Do we not consult one an-
other? What harm is there in consulting?

The PREMIER: No harm at all; but is
a newspaper reporter entitled to say that
a member of !his House takes a certain ac-
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tion, with which the Speaker disagrees, on
the advice of another memberI I may con-
sult with the member for MXurray-Welling-
ton, but is anybody entitled to say what I
am consulting him about?

Mr. George: 'No.
The PRE31iER: This paragraph does say

that, and that is the offence. The paragraph
says the member for IFremnantle consulted
with the member for East Perth on this
particular matter.

Mlr. Sampson: You might read that into
it.

The PREMAIER: That is nonsense. No-
tihing else is sought to be conveyed in the
paragrapTh than that the member for Fre-
mantle acted on the advice of the nmemher
for East Perth. SureIly hon. members will
not try to deny that.

MUr, E. B. Johnston: And that he had
been misadvised.

The PREMNIER: The hon. member now
says it is not true and that untruth is based.
upon an assumption by the reporter. Ap-
parently the only justification for the assum-
tion is the fact that the reporter saw two
members in conversation.

Mfr. Hughes: Two members who were
sitting beside each other.

The PREMIHER: Things have come to a
pretty pass if an hon. member cannot con-
verse with the one sitting next to him,
without a newspaper reporter drawing such
an assumption. The member for East Perth
has something to complain of and I do not
think we shoold pass lightly over any at-
tempt to hold any hon. member up to ridi-
cule. It looks nice because the member for
East Perth is a law student, to work in the
fact that he has legal aspirations. The im-
pression sought to be conveyed by the para-
graph is that the member for East Perth is
a law student, that he advised the member
for Fremantle and gave him foolish advice.

Mr. Taylor: A hush lawyer!
The PREMIER: We are justified in

passing the motion and the member for
East Perth is entitled to complain of the
tone of the poragraph.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [5.2]: I
support the motion. I anm in the best posi-
tin of any bon. member to say whether
the parar-raph in the "West Australian" is
ri '2ht or wrong. I did not consult the niemr-
her for East Perth (Mr. Hughes), nor did
T tell him I intended to move to disac-ree

with the ruling of the Chairman of Com.-
mittees until a couple of iniuss before I
did so. I1 did not ask him foGr anly advice,
nor did he advise ine. There is a certain
amount of malice in the statement in the
"West Australian," in that reference is made
to the member for East Perth as a law
student. I think that reference was one,
thle effect of which was to criticise him re-
garding his ability to advise me. It sug-
gested making me endeavour to do some-
thing and that his advice was wrong. I am
pre pared to accept the blame for any action
1take. 1 assure the House that I did not

consult the member for East Perth and I
acted on toy own initiative.

HON. G. TAYLOR (lit. Margaret)
[5.4]: No one can accuse me of being a
great advocate of the Press. I have con-
demned the Press on occasions for the way
they have abused their privileges In this
instance, however, it seems to me that the
paragraph deals merely with a simple joen-
J ar remark, I heard the remark f rom acrossi
the Chamber and looked across at the time-
There was, in a way, justification for saying
there was a conversation taking place at
the time. I do not say, in legal phraseology,
that the member for East Perth was being
consulted. The only objection that I can
see anses out cf that word is that the mem-
ber for East Perth is a law student and the
word "consulting" is always used when
reference is made to a conversation with the
solicitor whose advice is sought. The word-
ing of the paragraph contained the follow-
ing-:

When all the clauses of the Jury Act Amend-
mnent Bill bad been dealt with in Committee
in the Legislative Assembly yesterday, Mr.
Sleeman sought to have inserted a provisiona
giving women the optional right of Bitting
on juries. The amendment was ruled out of
order by the Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Lutey), who said that it was irrelevant to the
subject matter of the Bill,* which only dealt
with the appointment of special jurors and
the fixing of jurymen 'a fees. Mr. Bleenian
moved to disagree with the ruling, and eon-
suited with Mr. Hughes, who has legal aspir-
ations.
The paragraph does not say that he con-
sulted with the member for East Perth be-
fore taking, action. The paragraph also
contained the following concluding sen-
tence:

Thereupon Air. Teesdale's deep voice boomed
across the Chamber: "YOU Will have to
change your solicitor, I can see that.'
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We all heard that interjection and it caused
a laugh. it would cause a laugh under simi-
lar circumstances, again.

Mir. Thomson: It was only a jocular re-
mark.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, and I am sorry
to hear that the feelings of the member for
East Perth have been wounded and lacerated
by the paragraph. If the hon. member feels
that way, he should have regard for the feel-
ings of other people outside Parliament, who
arc not here to defend themselves. If he
were to. amend his actions in that direction,
it would a great feather in his cap. I can
give absolute proof to demonstrate that he
has tried by innuendo to injure people.

.Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I will not go any fuor-
ther. I have said sufficient. I am sorry that
so much importance has been attached to
this simple jocular paragraph. It has been
magnified into an article!1 It is most remark-
able what we can do in this Chamb er when
we desire. This paragraph has emanated
from an innocent mind possessing a sense of
humour. There is not one particle of malice
in it. I oppose the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have had the motion
altered so as to make it conform to our
Standing Orders. The motion now reads-

That Samuel Thomas Williams, of the ''IWest
Australian'' office, in St. George 's-terrace,
Perth, ,in publishing the article entitled

''Change Your Solicitor," in the issue of
the 10th September, 1925, has been guilty of
contempt.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [5.7]: I find
it extremely difficult to know how to vote
on the motion. As a newly arrived mem-
ber in the House 1 have no idea as to what
obtains in the House regarding breaches of
privilege, contempt, and so on. I would
have preferred to leave the matter in the
hands of members more experienced and
wise iii Parliamentary procedure than my-
self. When I find, however, that somne of
the most experienced members differ
amongst themselves, it is difficult for me
to decide which way to vote. I must con-
fess that when I read the paragraph in the
"West Australian" this morning, it did not
occur to me that there was any suggestion
of malice or anything offensive in it.
Having listened to tile Premier, however, I

feel my previous views must he amended as
to how we are to be treated outside the
House. Not so long- ago I %%as reported
in the "W'est Australian" as having said
here that starving women and children to
death "as an honest attempt to get rid of
industrial troubles. Of course one sentence
had been run into another and I was
wrongly attributed with having made that
statement.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: They misrepresented
you, too.

Mr. DAVY: It did not occur to me that
I should take measures to have the reporter
censured and punished because of the
mistake. I do not feel inclined to vote on
the motion at all because I do not think
what has been done merits the censuring
of an individual outside the House. I would
have been prepared to leave the matter in
the hands of more experienced members
and would have preferred it to be left
to you, Mir. Speaker, to decide whether a
breach of privilege had been committed.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.10]:
1 am amazed to think that the House should
be asked to waste its time over such a
trumpery matter. To think that an hon.
member could, in all seriousness, move that
the publisher of the leading- journal in the
State was guilty of contempt because of a
purely jocular paragraph, is amazing.

Mr. Latham: It was based on an inter-
jection.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, on a purely jocular
remark. I am surprised that the member
for East Perth should move such a motion
in such serious tones. I trust the House
will not waste any more time. We arc sent
here to discuss matters of much greater
importance to the State than this tuppeny-
ha'penay matter. Surely to goodness we
have not descended to the level of children
that we should seriously take up the time
of Parliament with such a matter, merely
because a reporter wrote a paragraph on
the statement made by an hon. member
that another should change his solicitor.
More bitter interjections have been made
than this jocular one and I trust the hon.
member will not proceed with his absurd
motion and will not hold Parliament and
this House in particular uip to the ridicule
of the people outside.
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Question put, and a division taken with developments in this State, particularly at
tile following result:- Wiluna? 4, Is he aware that if this tax is

Ayes . . . .23 imposed, the Wiluna claims, which are on the
Noes . 19 verge of flotation, will be saddled with an

- estimated increased burden of £70,000? 5,
Majoity or . .. Is he aware that the Wyndham Mleat Works
Majoity or 4 use some hundreds of tons of these oils per

Av~a.annum? i , As thle tax would operate detri-
M r. Angwln Mr, L~utoy mentally to the development of Western
M r. Cmeson Mr. Marshall Australia, does he intend to oppose Strongly
Mr. Collier Mr. McCallum its imposition?
Mr. Carboy Mr. Munsie
Mr. Coverley Mr. Penton The PREMIER: replied: 1, I am aware of
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Sleemna the proposal. 2, Yes. 3, Yes. 4, It appears
Mfr. Heron Mr. Tray probable. 5, Yes. 6, This matter has been
M1.e l-olm,.1- Mr. A, Wansbrough cieypoeue ihtePieMnse
Mr. Hughes Mr. Wilicoek atvl rsctdwt h rm lnse
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Withers and the Leader of the Opposition and West-
Mr. Lambert Mr. Millington ern Australian representatives in the Federal
Mr. Lamond (Teller.) Houses since 12th August, 1925.

Sir James Mitchell
Mr. North
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teesdalo
Mr. Thomson
Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr. J. H. Smith

(Teller.)

M1r. SPEAKER : The question thus
passes in the affirmative.

Mr. Thomson: In the absurdity!
Mr. Stubbs: Are you going to hang him?
M~r. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Thomson: I am sorry. I should not

hare said that.
The Premier: Is that not a reflection

upon tile House?
The 1IfNISTRR FOR AGRICULTURE:

On a point of order. What the Leader of
the Country Party says amounts to a re-
flection on the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it is a reflection on
the House.

Mr. THOM3SON: I withdraw, Mr.
Speaker; I had no intention whatever of re-
flecting on the House.

QUESTION-DUTY ON OILS.

Mr. 'MARSHALL asked the Premier: J,
Is he aware that the Federal Government
.are imnposing a duty of .3'/d. per gallon.
approximately £3 l0s. per ton, on crude and
residual oils!9 2, Is he aware that these oils
are extensively used in Western Australia?
3, Is he aware that this duty will have a
iery serio'bs effect oih proposed new mining

BILLS (2-rIRST READING.

1, West Australian Trustee, Executor and
Agency Co., Ltd. Act Amendment (Private).

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Hon. Sir James Mitchell, read a first
time.

2, Forests Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.

1, Ministers' Titles.

2, Public Education Endowment Amend-
ment.

Passed.

3. Jury Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-ROMAN CATHOLIC GERALD-
TON CHURCH PROPERTY.

Seond Reading.

lieLate restined from the previouis daY.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL ('Nor-
thamn) [5.25] : 1 have no objection to offer
to the Hill. It onl :y gives the same power to,
the Roma4n Catholic Church at fleraldton as
we bare given to other churches in the State.
It is necessary that 11w church should have
this power in addition to the powers 'we
gave to the Roman Catholic Archbishop by
passing 'a 'similar Bill previously.

Nou18,
Mr. Angelo
Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
'Mr. Davy
Mr. Denton
M ir. George
Mr. E. B. Johnston
Mr, Lathamn
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mean
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Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
bate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

de-
the

BILL-CITY OF PERTH.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
them) [5.29]: This is a very important
measure. Aly friend the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington (Mr. George), wvho has had
-experience us a city father for many years,
and has also hadt charge of the Department
of Public Works, will no doubt discuss the
measure in some detail. The Hill is intended
to give the City Council power to acquire
land for the purpose of opening up new
.streets. ]t will also give them power to
close, alter, wviden, extend or divert any
existing p)ublic roads, It will give them
power to do many things in addition to
o;3ening1 lip ziewv public streets. The power
is undoubtedly necessary. When the city
"'as first laid out those responsible had very
little regard for the future of the country
or of Perth itself. The result is that the
busiest part of the town, such as Hay-street,
has a very narrow thoroughfare. I believe
that years ago St. George's-terrace extended
right away to the river, but that it was re-
dtzced in width at Lord-street where it be-
came Adelaide-terrace. I understand that
Hay-street was intended to be a much
broader street.

The Minister for Lands: The oldest map
provides for 75 links for Hay-street.

Hon. Sir JAMtES MITCHELL: I under-
stand it was intended, in the early days of
settlement, to have a wider street than that.

The Minister for Lands: I refer to the
first map of the Lands Department.

Hon. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL: What-
ever happened we have a narrow street there
to-day. The authorities at the moment are
now looking further ahead. They realise
that before long Perth must be a big, city.
Its geograrhical situation makes it a very
important town in the Commonwealth, and
no doubt before many years have passed it
will be a big city. I think the civic authori-

ties have a jerfect right to ask for authority
to make provision for the future. One power
they seek is the right to aecquire laud not
only for the purpose of a street. For public
purposes land can be acquired to-day, but
the municipal authorities seek to acquire a
greater width of laud than is needed for at
new street. They wish to acquire laud abut-
ting- on that street. The idea is quite clear.
If the City Council expend a considerable
sumt of money tin opening upl a new street
and creating valuable frontages, they con-
sider they have a perfect right to the added
value given to the land by reason of its
being opened up, and they wish, I suppose,
to cover the cost of putting in the new street.
No great exception can be taken to that.
Tf le Bill gives the Council power to acquire
land for the purpose of widening a thor-
oughfare. That, too, will probably he neces-
sary. If streets were made for the running
of motor traffic I think they would need to
be three chains in width. I do not know
that the widening of any street in Perth by
a few feet will mean that motor traffic can
be carried conveniently in the future.

The M1inister for Lands: It would relieve
thea situation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A little
perhaps. That power is nercessary also.
There is power to extend streets and to close
thoroughfares. It is provided that nothing
can be done ti the wvay of expending money
on this work until the ratepayers have been
consulted. The Minister has told us that
extended powers of borrowing will he given
to provide for the acquisition of land taken
for the purposes of this Bill. That is per-
fectly reasonable. It is also provided that,
having acquired land, other than land re-
quired for a street, the City Council may
sell or lease that land. That is a proper
provision. I have nothing to say against
the Bill so far as it gives authority to the
City Council to do those things that are
necessaryv. As the Council is elected by the
ratep~ayers it will naturally do only those
things that are necessary and right for the
ratepayers. I am not quite clear that the
Mlinister has provided all that is necessary
by wvay of compensation to land owners for
th loss of their land, and probably for loss
of business. Loss must follow in some cases
where people have been established for many
years, and where good-will has become an
important factor. I do not think that side
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of the question has received sufficient con-
sideration at the bands of the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: You will find
it there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I cannot
read into what I find in the Bill sufficient
safegnard, in this respect.

The Minister for Lands: There is fair
comlpensation provided for the value of the
land.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And for
loss of business?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
lion. Sir [AMES MITCHELL: We can

see whether that is so when w~e are iii Comn-
mittee. There is provision for the payment
of ceonlsation for the value of the land.
It means that the owner will be paid for the
loss of the land. If a street is put in from
Hay-street to Murray-street, the whole of
the blocks included itt the frontage to Hay-
street, a> well as those included in the
frontage to the new street, will greatly in-
crease in value. 1. understand that comn-
pensation for the land is provided, but we
want to be sure that this is so. We cannot
offer any serious objection to the passing
of the Bill, because it is a necessary
measure. No doubt somne people will object
to their land being taken, hut this cannot
be helped when it is being (lone in the
public interest. I do not think any objec-
tion can be taken, to acquiring- land that is
abutting at thoroughlfare. That land is
only valuale by reason of its frontage
to Murray-street and Hay. -street, and it
will become much more valuable if pro-
vided with another street frontage. I sup-
pose the authority that provides the newv
street ought to reap some advantage from
the added value given to the land abutting
it. I do not know whether it would be
possible to give the owner of the land an
opportunity to pay the added value given
by reason of the new street, and of being
allowed to retain it. I do not know why
a clause of that sort should not meet the
case. The City Council only want to recover
the added value that is given to the land
abutting on the new street they make. It
seems to me this is really a private Bill
although it has been adopted by the Min-
ister.

The Minister for Lands: That is neces-
sary according to Standing Orders.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
measure did not originate from the Min-

ister and it is not his idea. It was prepared
for the City Council.

The Minister for Lands: I altered it, but
very little.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I daresay
the Minister altered part of it, but made
no material alteration such as would inter-
fere with the achievement of the wishes of
the City Council. The Bill is in every
respect a private Bill, and I hope the Min-
ister will not put it through for a few days.

The Minister for Lands: It is urgently
needed.

H~on. Sir -1.MES MITCHELL: It cannot
hie wanted so %4-r v urgently. The people
concerned, the land owvners and probably
the ratepay)ers, ought to have the Bill be-
fore them for a few dlays so that they may
kow what is proposed.

The Minister for Lands: It will hanve to
go to another place after it leaves here.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
the Minister has a wholesome respect for
another p~lace. This Bill vitally affects the
people of the city. It is not a Government
measure, and ought either to be referred to
a select committee or left before the public
for a few days before being passed. It
cannot be passed into law until it receives
the assent of both Houses. The Minister
knows that every private Bill has to be
referred to a select committee.

The -Minister for Lands. A local authority
Bill is not a private Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : It is
practically the same thing. It was never
contemplated that a local authority would
enter upon the business of buying and
sellinar land.

The Minister for Lands: Yes. It has
been done for years, even before we were
born.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL :For
pnbtic use. That may have been the ease
in the Old Country, but ouf local authori-
ties have not been given the right to acquire
land for other than public purposes. When
this Bill passes, the City Council will be
empowered to acquire land. It will give
the city authorities power they did not pos-
sess before. They will be able to deal in
land, buy and sell it, lease it, own shops, and
let shops, when the Bill passes.

The Minister for Lands: They can own
and let shops now.

Hon. Sir JAM1ES MITCHELL: Not by
compulsory purchanse. There is no power
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to compulsorily acquire land f or such pur-
po)(ses.

The Minister for Lands: What about the
shops in the Town HalltI

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They did
not acquire the land on which the Town
H-all stands. It was vested in them by the
4l'overnment.

The Minister for Works: They had to get
the consent of the Minister before they'
leased the shops.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I suppose
that is because of the trust.

The Minister for Works: They had no
power to let the shops on rental.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then we
are doing something entirely new. They
could not let the Town Hall shops without
the approval of the Minister.

The Minister for Works: It is time they
were given the power.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
object to it. At any rate, I do not intend
to oppose the second reading.

MR. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[5.491: I rather welcome the Bill. It is a
march towards progress, and the powers
are sought by those who are responsible for
looking after the interests of the people.
One of the things that would strike a mem-
ber of this Honse on visiting the Old Coun-
try would be the old cities and old towns,
and the manner in which they were laid out.
The general appearance of those places
would canse one to comment on the short-
sightedness of the town builders in years
gone by. There one can also see narrow
streets, cnrved streets, dead-ends, and all
sorts of things. The old idea, of course,
was that people liked to he close together
so that in case of attack they should be able
to defend themselves. That does not strike
us to-day. The conduct of traffic is altering
so much, and Conditions are changing to such
an extent that those who are in charge of
municipalities have been obliged to take
heed and to see what they can do to meet
the situation. When Joseph Chamberlain
was Mayor of Birmingham, the municipal
council of that city conceived the idea of
putting in a new street. This was done,
and it imediately proved to be of the
greatest convenience by giving access to
different parts of the city. The point that
'was taken was just what the Bill now before
us provides, that they should acquire land

and buildings. The Birmingham Council
did that and held the properties. They hold
those propertie!s to-day, and the buildings
erected along that particular street are
bringing in a big revenue. It took com-
paratively few years before the returns that
came from that property extinguished the
debt that was npon it. So far as the streets
of Perth are concerned, I am not concerned
as to how some came to be made narrow,
and some wide. Those who laid out the
streets, I suppose, had their reasons at the
time. flay-street particularly, and Murray-
street now require to be widened if they are
to carry the present day and future traffic.
Believing that to be so, we should he pre-
pared to help those who are in the position
and are prepared to make the alterations
required, Someone yesterday made a re-
mark about business being confined to one
particular part of the town, and asked the
reason for it. It is the people who create
the business in a particular locality. We
ifind that the streets that are narrow are the
best for retail businesses. The reason is
obvious, If there are narrow streets the
people who arc on the footpaths can see the
windows on both sides. There can be no
question that rteps must shortly be taken to
remedy the difficulties that are now facing
the municipal council because of the growth
of the city in size and importance. The
Perth City Council who are charged with the
responsibility of looking after the city's
affairs, must he granted necessary powers
to enable them to deal With matters as they
arise1 and if necessary, to deal with them
promptly, and perhaps generously. The Bill
describes the powers it is proposed to give,
and I intend to support the proposals.
There are two provisions which probably
will be debated. The first gives the muni-
cipal body power to lease land. I contend
that once the land has been acquired, it is
the duty of the City Council to hold it as a
heritage for generations to come. Areas of
this description, if properly mianaged, will
help to materially reduce the City rates.
When we see how values of land are in-
creasing and how rentals are rising, then if
the city acquires any of the main street
frontages it will necessarily have to pay
compensation. But I see no reason why the
municipal council should not act as trustees
for the councils that are to follow, and so
on all the time. In this way not only the
present generation will benefit, hut future
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generations as well. Then it is provided
that in addition to leasing, the municipal
council may sell. I would like to see that
provision excised. I see no reason why,
once having acquired valuable property, it
should be sold; I can see a number of rea-
sons why it should be held in trust for
generations to come. I notice also that pro-
vision is made with regard to the alignment
of buildings. I should like to see some stipu-
lation with regard to the height of buildings.
We see in places palatial structures and
close by buildings of reasonable height, per-
haps three or four storeys. Then again we
may see adjoining, sky-scrapers, and so on.
The height should be fixed to which the
buildings should reach. This wouldl be
better not only from the aesthetic point of
-view but also for health reasons. Sir Jamnes
Mlitchell referred to the making uip of loss
for the disturbance of an individual's busi-
ness by reason of its being taken away. I
think that is covered in one of the clauses.
If it is not, it should be. If a man's busi-
ness is disturbed and he has to go elsewhere
to start, he should be entitled to compensa-
tion. Then comes the question of deprecia-
tion. If something is to be allowed for
depreciation, there should also he an allow-
aice for appreciation, as a result of the
widening of a street and the construction
of buildings by the municipal council
which would have the effect of improvingz
the values of other properties. That is a
point that might receive the consideration
of the Minister before we get to the
Committee stage- The Perth City Council
will he granted the right to borrow
money. I am uinder the impression that
they can do that without consulting the rate-
payers.

The Minister for Lands: The powers are
there.

M r. GEORGE: The Bill will receive my
cordial assistance, but in Committee it may
he necessary to make some amendments.
The Bill is, a step in the right (lirectionf
and I intend to support it.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [6.0]: I snp-
port the Bill which is long overdue. Still,
I cannot see why the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act could not have been amended so
that the powers proposed to be conferred
on the "Perth City Council by this Bill would
have extended to other municipalities such
as Fremantle and even Claremont-Cottes-

lee, where there are reasons and needs for
widening certain streets before the trouble
now being experienced in Perth reaches the
acute stage there. The Bill even refers

to the Municipal Corporations Act and
obviously is more than half related to the
parent Act. In Fremnantle there are several
narrow streets and the same applies to
Claremont-Cottesloe and Leederrille. A1s
far as the Bill goes, however, I approve
of it.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [6.2]:; Every
eitizon will acknowledge the good work
done by the Perth City Council, particularly
in respect to the making of good roads.
There has been a distinct advance in the
last few years, and the ratepayers have
reason to appreciate the work of the mayor
and council. At the same time, I question
the wisdom of the principle of widening
streets. In sonmc cities it may be desirable
but in Perth there is not the necessity for
it. It is claimed that it is essential to widen
Hay-street and to construct certain new
streets. I do not agree with that; the city
should be allowed to expand naturally. All
cities of any magnitude, Adelaide, Melbourne
and Sydney, have their congested streets.

The Minister for Lands: Have you been
in Sydney?

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes.
The Minister for Lands: D~o you know

they have widened streets there?
Mr. SAMPSON: I was in Sydney when

Oxford-street was being widened. No mat-
tar how streets like George, Pitt or Castle-
reagh were widened, there would still be
great congestion. In Adelaide the most
popular shopping street is Rundle-street,
and some years ago the tramlines were re-
moved from that thoroughfare. It wras
feared that this would affect the popularity
of the street, hut experience has shown that
it is still the most favoured shopping centre
and traffic in it is still gteatly congested.
Involved in this question is the unearned
increment, and I doubt the wisdom of con-
fining all traffic to one or more streets in
the centre of the capital.

Mr. Latham: It is proposed to open new
streets.

M1r. SAMPSON: Yes. That is generally
regarded as a wise step, hut I question the
wisdom of it, because no matter how many
new streets were opened up in the centre of
the city, they would immediately become con-
gested. Let business expand. Let the outer
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sections of the metropolis and the suburban
centres receive their share. Suppose the
city fathers of Melbourne decided that be-
-cause Swanston, Collins or Bourke Streets,
'were congested, it was necessary to widen
them, -would the congestion be any less 9 I
do not think it would. It would simply
mean that traffic tbat is now diverted to
Collingwood and other suburbs would re-
turn to the city proper. If the widening of
our streets be carried ot, 'we shall have ex-
perience of the unearned increment passing
not to the ratepayers, but to property
owners. However, I wish to speak specially
in the interests of the suburbs, which have
a difficult row to boe.

The Minister for Lands: 'What difference
does the widening of streets make to them?

Air. SAMNPSON: It does make a dif-
ference. The greater the consideration given
to the centre of Perth, the heavier is the
burden imposed upon the people endeavour-
ing to make a living from shops in the sub-
urbs. The Factories and Shops Act bears
heavily upon suburban shopkeepers 'who
are niot permitted the right to trade beyond
-a certain hour.

The Minister for Lands: There is noth-
ing about shopping in this Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Speaker will check
me if I refer to anything that is irrelevant
to the Bill. My remarks have a reference
to the Bill. I question the wisdomn of widen-
ing Hay-street, making new streets or tak-
ing extreme measures in order to create
a position that I submit will not relieve
the congestion, but will have the effect of
attracting a greater volume of traffic than
iever into the centre of the city. If it is
suggested that Hay-shreet is not sufficiently
wide to cope with the traffic, let us do what
was done in Bundle-street, Adelaide-take
the trains out of the main street and leave
it clear for other traffic- I admit the Bill
hias some good points, but I regard it as
the outcome of an obsession amongst certain
people in Perth. I am doubtful whether it
will accomplish what it desired, and I am
certain it will operate 'unfairly to shop-
keepers whose business premises are located
in the suburbs.

MR. MANN (Perth) [6.9] : 1 support the
Bill. Anyone 'who has considered the condi-
tions prevailing in the centre of Perth dur-
ing the last year or two will be convinced of
its necessity. The opening up of Forrest-
place is evidence of the relief that would be

afforded to traffic if the narrow streets in the
more congested parts of the city were wid-
ened.

Mr. Sampson: The William-street people
do not say so.

Mir. MANN: We were suffering from the
disadvantages arising from the bottle-neck
at Beaufort-street bridge until the Minister
for Railways decided to carry same of the
tramway traffic over the Horseshoe bridge.
There was great opposition to ]iis proposal.
Some people said the Horseshoe Bridge
would become suicide bridge. The trains,
however, are running over the bridge, no
one has been killed, and the diversion has
relieved the Beaufort-street bridge and taken
the traffic dune to Williamn-street in that
direction.

Mr. George: Some people would grumble
at anything.

Mr. Thomson:. They even grumbled at
you when you shifted a footbridge.

Mir, George: But 1 did it.
Mr. NANN: The City of P-erth has the

Swani River as a barrier on the south side,
and the railway as the barrier on the north
side, and there will always he congestion
in the city until trade extends to the north
of the railway.

The Minister for Lsnds: Or across the
river. When we get the Trans-inme there,
that will he the timue.

Mr. MANN: This Hill is necessary to
make provision for the better control of
traffic brought about by motor transport and
to make trading more convenient than it is
at present.

MRt. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [6.12]:
I support the Bill, but I do not think any
particular kudos is due to the people respon-
sible for bringing it forward. The need for
something of this kind has been apparent
to the veriest new chumr arriving in Hay-
street, and the authorities I consider have
been remiss in not having given people, who
have erected expensive buildings during the
last two or three years, some intimation of
their intention, so that the new alignment
could be conformed to. It is absurd to have
allowed large firms 'to put up extpensive
glass fronts on an alignment that is now
to he set farther back. One firm paid £9,000
for its island -windows. It is appalling that
the councils, not necessarily the present coun-
cil, should not have intimated their inten-
tion, because the public will now have to
pay for the demolition of £9,000 worth of
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glass in that one shop alone. Instead of
certain people taking credit to themselves
that this Bill has been introduced, I think
it should be remarked upon with bowed heads
and a certain amount of shame that no
action has been taken previously to save the
people from being muicted in this heavy
loss. Still, it is better [ate than never, and
I suppose the public will cheerfully pay as
usual. I support the Bill, although it is
somnewhat late.

THE flNISTER FR LANDS (Hail.
W1. C. Angwiu-XNorth-East Frernantle-i
reply) [6.131:1 t appears that the provisions
of the Bill are acceptable to members. The
measure is urg-ent. In St. George's-terrace
there is a proposal to put up a very large
building mid a deputation has waited upon
ale since notice %was uiven of the Bill to a.-
certain whether it was likely to receive the
approval of Parliament and how long it
Avould be before it would take effect. The
deputationists were about to commence
building immediately, and the building would
come in the centre of any extension of For-
rest-place to St. George's-terrace. That is
why I ask members to deal with the Bill
right away. There is no necessity for delay
because the council cannoti do anything with-
out taking a vote of the property owners of
Perth. Every matter of extension must be
referred to property owners before money
can be raised for the purpose. Any 20 pro-
perty owners can demand a vote on the
question of any expenditure for such im-
provements. There is no occasion to delay
the Bill because the question wvill come up
for consideration by the ratepayers every
time any work of the kind is contemplated.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The IdINIS'L'R FOR LANDS: Before
the tea adjournment I was pointing out the
urgency- of tWe Bill. It makes provision for
compencrsation. to wI-ch the Leader of the
Opposition referred. Tt states that the City
Council shall pay reasonable compensation
for damages, or injuries caused in -the exer-
eise of their powers. If the parties con-
cerned cannot conme to a mutual arrange-
ment, the matter will be referred to arbitra-
tion under the Arbitration Act of V995.
The position is, therefore, safegu--arded.
The m~mber for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
George) would like to see struck out the
words giving the City Council power to sell.

That is our policy, but there would be great
risk if this were done in a Bill of this kind.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is not your
work this time.

The M\INISTER FOR LANDS: In Fre-
mantle tenders were called by the local
authority for the leasing of a p~roperty, as
provided under the Act, but the ratepayers
turned down the proposition. We are not
the deciding factor in this matter. The de-
cision rests cntirely in the hands of the pro-
perty owners in the city. If these dual
powers were not given, it might be the means
of preventing the widening or opening tip
of the city streets. Under the Bill the rate-
payers will have it in their power to turn
down any loan that may be asked for in
connection with work of this description. I
am surprised at the remark of the member
for Swan (M.Sampson). He appears to,
have been suffering from the stories he heard
in his young days- The streets in some parts
of Cornwall are very narrow, and when a
man wishes to kiss his sweetheart, who may
live on the other side of the street from him,
there is no need for him to cross the street
to do so. Apparently the hon. member would
like to preserve the old streets.

Mr. Sampson: It is not very generous on
your part to endleavour to widen the breach.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
agree with the hon. member. Almost every-
where in Australia it has been found neces-
sary to wviden the city streets. Hay-street
was first laid down as a road 75 links in
wvidth, and it is that to-day. I heard that
it had been reduced in width, but when r
called for the old plan I found that it is to-
day the same width as it was originally. Por-
tion of St. George's-terrace was 150 links
wide, Murray-street was 100 links wide,
and Francis-street was 50 links wide.
The last named street has since been wid-
ened. According to the old plan, many of
the streets are now wider than when first
laid out.

Mr. George: High-street, Fremantle, was
once w ider.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know. We do not give the final word in
renard to the carrying out of these works.
The finality rests entirely with the property
owners of the city.

Ifr. Teesdale: And you have no financial
responsibility? .
* The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. In

any proposal under this Bill for the raising
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-of a loan 20 owners of property in the city
can demand that avote shall be taken before
the loan is raised. The Bill has been under
discussion for some time. Deputations have
waited upon the Minister for Works in re-
-gard to it, and it has been discussed in the
City Council, and resolutions have been car-
ried there and published in the Press. It is
not a new thing to the ratepayers. No doubt
they have refrained frcon raising any ques-
tion because they knew by what had been
done that they would have the final say in
the matter.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In, Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair;. the Minister for
bands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Acquisition of land:

Mr. GEORGE: The words "extended or
-widened street for such a depth as the
Council may think fit!' are rather ambigu-
,ous, and I suggest that the following should
be substituted, "Not exceeding A point mid-
wvay to an adjacent street." There is at
present nothing to prevent the Council
widening Hay-street to within a foot of St.
Creurge's-terrace.

The MtINISTER FOR LANDS: This
would apply only to lots fronting Hay-street,'
and not to lots fronting other streets. If
the Co' uncil wish to widen Hay-street by
20ff., they can take all the lots fronting
that street, but cannot go into another lot
facing another street. If a lot was il0ft.
deep, and 'the Council wanted l0ft. of its
frontage, it could go to' the whole depth of
the lot, but I do not think that would be
attempted. Those who have to vote on the
question would hardly allow the Council to
extend the width into another street.

.Mr. George: They would not need to con-
sult the ratepayers in respect of every piece
of land they wanted to buy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Before
-a loan can be raised, plans and specifications
have to he prepared, and the Council have
to show what they intend to do.

Clause put and passed.-

Clause 3-Dealing with land when ac-
quired:

.Mr. GEORGE: Paragraph (e) refers to
storm water and sewerage, -These questions
can he dealt with only after consultation and
agreement with the Water Supply and Sew-
erage IDepartmnent. Whatever loan is re-
quired under paragraph (g) should, I think,
be held in trust. No one should be able to
engage in trafficking in land.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 4: Power to widen streets:

Mr. GEORGE: Paragraph (e) of the
clause sets out that the Council shall pay
reasonable compensation for damage or in-
jury caused hy the exercise of the powers
of this section. I would like to know whether
this wil provide for compensation for in-
jury done to a man's business, by way of
damages owing to interference.

Th MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
clause does not deal with any of the provi-
sions of the Municipal Corporations Act,
hut merely with those of the Bill itself. It
refers to compensation for injury as the
hon. member suggests. Unless an agreement
can he arrived at, the parties can go to arbi-
tration.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5-Power to prescribe new building
lines:-

Mr. GEORGE: The clause provides,
a-mong, other things, that compensation shall.
be paid only when land taken has been
cleared of buildings and obstructions. T
think the payment should take place within
a reasonable date after the Council has sig-
nified its intention of taking over the land.
If people have to wait until the land to he
taken is cleared before they can receive their
compensation, it may be a matter of years.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: The posi-
tion is quite clear. It means that the own-
ers or occupiers will have the use of the
buildings until such time as the Council is
ready to take over the land, and clear the
buildings away. Then the compensation will
be paid.

Mr. George: But the Council get the land.
The MINISTER FOR. LANDS: Not until

the buildings and obstructions are removed.
Mr. SAMPSON:- There is a possibility

of an unfair condition of affairs arising. If
a new building line is declared, it is conceiv-
able that a person desirous of building will
be compelled to carry out the work so that
the building will be loft or Ifift. hack from
the old alignment. That would be unfair uin-
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less a definite time were prescribed so that BILL-ELECTORAL ACT
such a building would not be left in that
position for an indefinite period.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If it were
the intention of the Council to immediately
purchase the full width of land required
for the purpose of widening a road, there
would be no necessity for prescribing the
new alignment. All that would be necessary
would he to resume the land and the build-
ings would be altered accordingly. The clause
merely sets out that new buildings will have
to be constructed on the new alignment and
the Council will pay compensation when the
land is cleared of buildings and ob-
structions.

Mr. Sampson: There is nothing to say
when that will be done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A definite
date could not possibly be fixed.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There need not be any
anxiety regarding compensation because the
clause sets out the position clearly. Surely
no lion, member could conceive that the
Perth City Council would be in a position to
resume all the land on one side of Hay-street
and pay for it straight away.

The Minister for Lands: Or any other
street.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is so. It will
have to be done as funds permit, and as new
buildings and alterations are carried out.
I regret that the City Council did not show
their earnestness regarding the widening of
Bay-street when alterations were carried out
to the Town Hall building. The municipal
authorities bad an opportunity to set an ex-
ample to the citizens generally, for they
could then have sat back the alignment with-
out the necessity for any Bill for that par-
ticular purpose.

Mr. SAM~PSON: It seems to me that any
person erecting a building along the new
alignment may Band it located in an alcove
as it were, for a considerable period.

The Minister for Lands: You will see that
in Wellington-street now.

Mr. SAMPSON: I recognise theme must
be a start, but there should be a limit regard-
ing the time during which the two alignments
will be in existence.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6 to 9-agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without imendment and the
report adopted.

AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 1st September.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8.1] : One approaches any amend-
ment of the Electoral Act with a good deal
of diffidence. Such a Bill ought to be a non-
party measure, because of course if it be
dealt with on party lines members of the
stronger party are likely to carry it too far.
What we want is legislation under which our
elections may be conducted in the fairest
possible way. I do not think any exception
can be taken to the handing over of our
rolls to the Federal Electoral Department.
It should result in purer rolls than the State
Department can possibly secure- If it were
proposed that the Federal Department were
to interfere with the conduct of our elections
or with the laying down of our electoral
boundaries, I should strenuously object.
Nothing would induce me to support a
measure that would give them any right of
interference at all.

The Minister for Justice: They have no
say whatever except in point of sub-divisions.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
the Minister proposes is very easy to pro-
vide for, because when otur divisions are
within their boundaries they can and will
make such divisions the sub-divisions of
their bigger areas. Their five seats embrace
our 50 seats, and certainly they will have a
good many well within their boundaries. In
rtslpcct of that there is no difficulty, for they
will make our boundaries the boundaries of
their sub-divisions. Then the Minister ex-
plained that where their boundary cut one
of our divisions in two there will be two
sub-divisions. I was concerned about that
until we got the Minister's explanation,
which satisfied me that the thing can he
worked quite well, notwvithstanding that our
boundaries are not co-terminons with
theirs, and never will he, unless in-
deed they make their boundaries fit ours.
When the State has to be cut into 50
electorates it is not possible to fit our work
in with the work of the Federal Depart.
ment, which cuts the State into five elec-
torates. We adopted compulsory enrolment
largely because people are careless about
applying to have their names put on the
roll, and in a measure because of the ex-
pense involved in bringing our rolls uip to
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date. There seemed to be no reason why
-we should undertake the cost of sending
out canvassers to ask the electors to get
their names on the roll, and so compulsory
enrolment was introduced. The Federal
Government, of course, have all their postal
officials to help them in this work. I
have no objection to the rolls being pre-
pared by the Federal Department. How-
ever, there are some other provisions to
which I take strong exception. I do not
think it right that we should exempt certain
people from the necessity for keeping their
addresses up to date. We provide in ova
law that a. man applying to be enrolled
must give his name and address. Without
that information, obviously the electoral
registrar could not keep the rolls in order.
Then wve say that if a mnan changes his
address hie munst notify the department of
the change. We say, too, that a man who
moves from one electorate to another must
apply for a transfer or be fitted. tUless
that be done the roll cannot be kept it.
order. Under the Federal law also this has
to be done, so tinder the Federal law all
these men whom it is now proposed to ex-
empt would have to notify their change of
address. Since uinder that law the notificn-
tion of change of address will be in the
hands of the Federal Electoral Department,
and since that department hias to make urp
our rolls,, it is very wrong of us to exempt
boundary riders, commercial travellers and
others of roving avocation from the neces-
sity for notifying changes of address.

The Minister for Justice :Otherwise
probably we should disfranchise at tutuiber
of them.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL : But
under the Federal law they have to notify
the chiange of address, and they are all
quite well able to do it.

The Minister for Justice: Somte of them
do not work in one place for more thtan a
few weeks at a time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : While
others of them work for years in the one
place. In any event they are all well able
to write a notification to the department.

The Minister for Justice: But they
change their address every foiur or five
'weeks.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTITCRTELL: Not ro mny
of them. Anyhow, a great many other
people frequently change their address and
yet have to notify the department of the
change. There is no need for this Clause,

and it is a very wrong provision Lo have inl
the Bill, because under it the rolls eanaot
be kept in order. Moreover, by this pro-
vision you make it certain thiat a man will
vote where he thinks his vote will'-be most
effective.

The Minister for Justice: He Can O ca-
rolled only for one electorate.

Hon. Sir JAMES MktTCi1.lEl : It is
said that in a district somewhat to the
north of Perth, one mail voted a dozen
times at one election.

.Mr. Panton :. And it was officially de-
clared that he was dead,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Whether
or not hie voted a dozen times, I daresay
there arc some who vote more than once.

Hon. S. W. Munsie : A member of
another place voted twice at one election.

IRon. Sir JAMEIFS MITCHELL: But that
,was entirely in error. He had a vote for
the Legislative Council in each of two
provinces. Having voted at one polling
place lie drove away and, coming to another
polling place, erroneously thought that that
was where he should cast his second vote-
It was enttirely a mistake.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: I did not suggest
that lie did it wilfully. Still he did it. If
anybody else bad done it you would have
said it was wilfully done.

Honi. Sir JAMES MITCI-ELL: No, not
in those circumstances. However, why
should we exempt anybody from the obliga-
tion to keep his name on the roll ? The
prospector probably is moving about a good
deal in one electorate, but the station hand
certainly is not, nor is the ferDL hand. No
electoral officer would expect t prospector
to notify him every time he shiftel his
peg; it never has been expected. Let usa
keep our rolls as pure as possible; let usf
face our responsibilities, and let ti:e, tman
who changes his address notify th-a Depart-
nient of that change.

Mr. Cliesson: Out in sonic of these sta-
tions a man cannot get a claim card.

Ho--n. Sir JA-MES 'MITCHELL: I am not
going to agree to a provision of that sort
which will lead to votes being east where
the elector thinks they will be of most use.

The Minister for Justice : These men
wander from one station to another wher-
ever they can get a job.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose few single men have any fixed address,
and many married men in the country
transfer from one place to another fre-
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quently, but that cannot be avoided. They
must register. It is no hardship; it costs
nothing. I view that provision with alarm,
and shall do my best to have it eliminated.
Why make an exemption under the State
law, since tile Minister is asking that the
Federal department shall pirepare the roll?
The sleeper hewer is not exempted; he has
to register.

Mr. Marshall: Ile travels over no great
distances.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL; I think
this will lead to fraud. Once a man gets
on the roll, lie may live where lie pleases.
He may be in the electorate or out of it.

Mr. Chiesson: lIf he Went Out Of it, he
would be struck off the roll.

lion. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: The elec-
toral offiver would not know of his move-
ments, so howv could he be struck off the
roll? To-clay lie registers for some elec-
torate, and in six mon this' time thle electoral
officer cannot find where hie is. The elec-
toral officer, however, is not permitted to
strike hint off until lie ascertains that the
man is outside the electorate.

Mr. Heron: But such a ilal, is struck off.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Because
to-day he has a fixed address, but tinder
this provision he will not have a fixed
address. Hle will be able to wander about
as lie pleases. The object of this amiend-
inent is to give men an opportunity to move
about without notifying the electoral officer.
They will lie able to go into other
electorates for six mnths or 12 months
without the electoral officer being aible t.,
trace them. The electoral officer would not
knowv whether they were entitled to vote in
t e division or not. Let its keep the rolls as
el an as we can. This lprovision will merely
offer an invitation to peopile to become very
careless at any rate, if not to do wrong. I
bare often thought that a married man hav-
ing a hionme and family might well be allowed
to vote for the district in which his home is,
unless he is permanently established some-
where else. There are many people who are
away from hotuc a good deal, though not
altogether, mna employed on Government
construction work. They probably have a
home in Perth or some other centre where
the wife and frimily live, and they should
be allowed to remain on the roll in the dis-
trict where the borne is. That would be fair.
I suppose, as a rule, they do register and
remain registered for the place where the

wife and family live. The Bill contains only
four alterations of importance. The third
one is the provision for compulsory voting.
The Mlinister said that compulsory enrol-
ment ought to be followed by provision for
compulsory voting. Compulsory enrolment
means that a mail gels his name in a book-
an electoral roll. That entitles him to vote.
Nothing- happens because of compulsory en-
rolmcent. But tinder compulsory voting mem-
bers are selected for Parliament and some-
thing does happen. That something might
be good or bal for the people. The Min-
ister considers it would he good for the
people if everyone on the roll were com-
pelled to vote. At the last general election
only about 62 1/3 per cent, of the people re-
vorded their votes. That was a very dis-
creditable percentage. It is wronmw of people
to he so eareless as to neglect the oppor-
tunity to choose their representatives in Par-
liament and the Government to control the
affairs of the country. When they are so
calreless, one wonders wvhy they should have
been so insistent about getting the right to
vote. I do not like compulsion, but I find
it very difficult to contend that compulsory
voting is wrong. It ought to be possible to
avoid compulsion, but when the recorded
votes are so few as comp~ared with the total
votes, I suppose something must be done.
Compulsory voting will mean a good deal
more Work for members of Parliament and
their committees during election time, be-
cause we shall have to see that everyone is
informed of the responsibility' to east his
vote. I do not knowv whether compulsory
voting will be good for one party' or another
party; I am not concernied about that. If

all the electors recorded their votes volun-
tarily, it would be possible to say that what-
ever the House decided was the desire of the
people.

Mr. Marshiall: Comp ulsory v-oting w-ould
not iltev the plel's political views.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: I would
i 'y that at the last general elections 38 per

cent. of the people bad no political viewvs at
A.

The Mlinister for Justice: They were not
very enthusiastic.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The 38
per cent. were not enthusiastic, and of the
62 per cent., I suppose we might as well
admit that probably 30 per cent. were per-
suaded to go to the pol1l. My electorate
always does its duty fairly.
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Mr. Marshall: You will confess you are
slipping a little.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am not
slip ping at all, but some of my electors
slipped a bit, which is a vcry different thing.
Apart from the district of Menzies, where
there were only a handful of votes, the high-
est percentage of votes recorded-in any
decent-sized electorate-was at Northern,
where the percentage was nearly 76.

Mr. Heron: They are wvell organised
there.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Well, a
lot of promises were mode by the opposite
party, and that no doubt helped to swell the
percentage- of voters. ]During that election,
too, another matter caused people to go to
thie poll to vote against me and support my
opponent. That was the prohibition issue.

Mr. Marshall: An issue outside of poli-
tics altogether.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It cer-
tainly cost me a good many votes, end I
sup~pose it helped to swell the percentage of
voters. There are so many factors that in-
fluence electors, and one might well wonder
how much work will have to be done when
compulsory voting becomes the law. Cer-
tainly members will have to address a far
larger number of meetings, and they will
need to have done for them a great deal
more work than is done for them now.
There are a large number of people who
have a considerable interest in the country,
and yet who arc careless about voting; in
fact, many of them frequently do not record
their votes. Some contend that the part 'y op-
posite are so well org-anised as to poll every
possible vote ait each election. I do not
think that is so. No political organisation
is pierfect, or ever will he perfect. I cAn
only hope that when all the people do vote,
they will make a wise choice. I think they
should he left to exercise a free choice.
There ought to be no connection between
politics and any other question. However,
they are not always allowed to exercise a
free choice. Elections are often decided on
small side issues instead of on main ques-
tions.

The Minister for Justice: A -little hit of
mud in the water at North Perth causes dis-
satisfaction and people vote against the
C overnment.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
so. It does not take very much to draw a
red herring across the frail. Small issues

play too big a part at elections, so we shall
see what the result of compulsory voting
will be.

Hon. G. Taylor: Sandalwood was the
issue up my way at the last election.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: While I
do not like compulsion, I am not going to
oppose compulsory voting in view of the
unfortunate results of the past. There is
another clause of the Bill which needs some
consideration. Of course members opposite
have considered this measure in detail. It is
not a Government measure at all; it is a
caucus measure.

Ur. Heron: You are wrong there.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am not

wrong.
Mr. Teesdale: Printed instructions.
The Minister for Justice: It would not

have been brought here at all but for the
proposal for the amalgamation of the rolls.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
not a Government measure. There is an-
othe~r alteration to which I would like to re-
fer. It is necessary now that a man shall
reside iii Western Australia for six months
before he has the right to enrol. If a man
is six months in Australia he can enrol
after three ntoaths residence in Western
Australia, under this Bill. That is not de-
sirable. A man 'who comes to a new coun-
try should feel his feet before he is per-
mnitted to take part in determining 'who is
to govern the country. A six months resi-
dence is not too long for him. A three
months residence in the State may be merel 'y
a temporary sojourn. Anyone who has lived
in Australia for three months before coni-
ing here can after staying here for three
months take part in an election, about which
lie is not concerned. I do not know whyv
the law is being altered, and I hope this
-lause will not be carried.

The Minister for Justice: This is one of
the amendments we require to make the
qualifications uniform.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:- There
is another proposal to which I hope the
House will devote some attention. There is
ain amendment dealing with disqualifications.
Aboriginals of Australia are not permitted
to vote.

11r. Teesdale: This is one of the worst
blots in the Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
blacks of South Africa and of the islands
of the Pacific are not allowed to vote. Up'
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to the present half-bloods have not been
allowed to vote.

Mr. Teesdale: In any country. I hope
they will not he allowed to vote here either.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
great races of the world are not all white
people. Ours is a white country, in which
the children are entitled to be born white.
There are other races for which one can
hare profound respect so long as they stay
in their own country. I refer to such races
as the Chinese and the Japanese; the yellow
and the brown and the dark races. We have
a respect for them, but their country is for
them and ours is for us. We hare nothing
to say against the Japanese or Chinese. We
respect them, but we say that Australia is a&
white man's country, and we believe in a
white Australia. The countries I speak of
are very little removed from ius in many
rest ects. The inhabitants are highly edu-
cated and intelligent, scientific and capable
people, but they are not permitted to vote
in this country.

The Premier: Except for another place.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In that
respect we are superior to that place.

The Premier: It is a pretty nice Consti-
tution that provides for Asiaties voting for
the Council.

H-Jn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We will
alter that.

Mr. Latham: It is not much -worse than
is proposed under the Bill.

H~on. Sir JAMES MiITCHIELL: While
the blacks from Africa cannot vote, the child
of an African black would be permitted to
vote tinder this Bill.

The Minister for Justice: lie would he
an Australian citizen under te naturalisa-
tion laws.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He
would be disqualified under the Act now.

The Minister for Justice: If he is born
in Australia he is en Australian.

Hon. Sir JA'MES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister says the child of an African and a
white parent should be entitled to vote.

The Minister for Justice: That is part of
the law now.

Hon. Sir JANMES MITCHELL: The
half blood cannot vote under the law, but
the Minister is amending- it. The half blood
is a disqualified person. It is proposed to
-wipe out this disqualifieation and allow him
to vote. Such a proposal should never have
been submitted to the House. Does the Min-

ister wish to encourage the building up of
this unfortunate class?

Mr. Teesdale: It is a mistake. It must
have slipped in.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Does he
wish us to ignore the laws that we say should
be respected? The white man is not allowed
by law to marry an aboriginal womian,
except by permission of the Governor, and
yet the Minister says that the child of such
a union shall have a vote. I confess there
are acme people of half-blood who ame lead-
ing thie lives of ordinary white people.

Mr. Teesdale: And others are riot.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The

great bulk of the people to whom this will
refer will be found in the sparsely popti-
hated parts of the State, really in the North.
It is of the people who live Cte livem of
these persons that one must think in passing
this law. We must have regard to the
fact that we are going to wake it possible
for the child of a half-caste in the North,
who is living the life a native leads, to get
upon the -roll.

Mr. Teesdlale: And living in camps, too.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
asked to agree that a child brought up in
this way is the equal of a white child, with
equal responsibilities, with equal ability and-
with equal righits to select the people who
are to govern this country.

The Promier: The Home atuthorities are
pressing for the franchise to be extended
to British Indians who are resident here.
Have they a greater claim to the franchise
than our half-bloods?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In tbeir
country they have every right to vote. They
are well educated and intelligent people.
who are living a eivilised life.

The Premier: I do not know that those
who come to Australia are so highly edlu-
ca ted.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
mnet many who are.

The Premier: They are not more highly
educated than many of our half-hloods.
The Australian half-blood is more entitled
to a vote than is the Tndian.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
are not entitled to vote. It is wrong to say
that the half-caste in the North, who is liv-
ine the life of a blaekfellow, shall he en-
titled to he enrolled. Is the hnlf-eacte of
the North to determine what our social sys-
tern shall he?
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The Premier: Is an Indian hawker who
comes here to decide what our citizenship
shall he?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHfELL: If the
Premier wishes it he will put it into this
nil'.

The Premier: I do not.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He must

take the responsibility for this Bill.
The Premier: I am being pressed by the

Home Government to do this.
The Minister for Justice: It is not in the

Bill.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is the

Minister going to resist the pressure? If
he is, going to say that the half-blood is the
equal of those hie 'may refuse to enfranchise
he ought to he logical and refuse to enfran-
chise the half-caste.

The Premier: The British Government
think it ought to he done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We do
our own thinking in this country?

The Premier: What if it creates inter-
.national complieationsl

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no comparison between the educated people
of India and our half-castes.

The Premier: The Indian hawker is not
an educated man.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
met many intelligent men amongst them.
This is a white man's country, and white
men should determine how it shall be gov-
erned. These people are not justified in
expecting that we shall let themn say how
justice is to be administered in this country.

The Premier: They have a say in the
making of the Commonwealth laws.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A limited
few.

The Premier: All of them.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No.
The Premier: Yes. They can decide to

deport a white Australian. They can yote on
that question.

Mr. E. B. Joh nston: No Australian can
he deported.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
known of white men in this country being
declared black.

The Premier: Only temporarily.
Mr. Panton: The declaration does not

make a' man black.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Appar-
entLy it is easy to declare a, man black in
this country.

The Premier: A half-caste in Australia
can vote to deport an Australian citizen.

The Minister for Lands:- That is why I
am so quiet.

The Premier: They cannot deport me, but
they ean deport one of my colleagues.

H-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ministers
can exercise their right to compel people to
leave this State. The Minister for Works
had a round with a gentleman wh%,o was glad
to leave the State after the Alinister had
finished with him.

Mr. EF- B. Johnston:- I th ink b e drove h im
away and deported him.

Hon, Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: We are
asked to say that these half castes of the
North shall have the right to determine elec-
tions to this House.

Mr. Teesdale: Not only the North.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They

have a right to sit in this House.
Mr. Teesdale: Oh!
Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They

may become members of this Chamber.
The Premier: In New Zealand natives

become Ministers of the Crown.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The

MaoTis are very different from the natives in
this country. We cannot compare the two.

Mr. Lam ond: Do you object to Tom
Noble?

The Premier: A half caste Chinese sat in
our Federal Senate for many years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Under
the Bill there will be nothing to prevent
some dark lady from Pilbara coming to this
House, dressed in her National costume, Nc
one seems to mind so long as the Ministeiz
approves. Pride of race is not limited tc
white people. The Chinese and Japanesc
despise each other, although both are civil-
ised peoples, but they have some pride ol
race, The Hfindee pride of race is the real
thing. Mixed blood is not wanted in India,
China, Japan, or anywhere else except in
Australia. This House is asked to agree te
the mixture of the whites with the half.
bloods under the Bill.

Mr. Teesd ale: They don't mean it. It hai
only slipped in.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Sureb3
the Minister has read something of history
It has never been the custom of British met
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to manry the women of coloured raees in
countries they have conquered. On the other
hand it has always been the customn of the
Latin races to intermarry. We know the
history of South America. Fix#t the Span-
iards conquered the country, but later they
were turned out by the half-bloods, who are
now in charge of the countries there. So
unfitted have those people been to rule, that
countries that were prosperous are no longer
in that happy condition. That is merely
because the Government there has fallen into
the hands of the half -bloods such as we are
now asked to enfranchise. Certainly the
half-bloods in South America have proved
a scourge, although I do not suppose half-
bloods would ever he a dominating influence
in our country.

The Premier: One of the inost prosperous
countries in the world is in South America.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Which is
that?

The Premier: The Argentine,
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and

part of Brazil, which is largely governed by
white people.

Mr. Teesdale: They have the "Greasers"
there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier knows that there can be no stability
or progress where such people exercise any
considerable influence. Rich countries are
impoverished under such rule. I hope the
House will realise how easy it is for a few
votes to decide the Parliamentary represen-
tation in some districts At the last elections
113 votes determined the representation of
five electorates in this Chamber.

Mr. Marshall: Some of you. must have
been scratching gravel to get in.

Mr. Teesdale: Some of you ought to be
shovelling ravel.

Hon. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL: If sonic
had scratched gravel more, the results
might have been different. In most of the
instances I have in mind members opposite
were returned withi small majorities. How-
aver, it will be easy in some instances for

few vites to determine who the repre-
;entative in Parliament shall be in some
listricts.

Mr. Marshall: How many of those people
s-ill be eligible to vote if the Bill be passed?

Hon. Sir JAM.%ES -1%TcHBLL: That is
Yor the 'Minister to say. We have agreed
hat all our white adult people shall be

given the right to elect representatives to
this House and thus have, through their
vote;, a part in managing the affairs of the
State.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Not under the
present law.

Mr. A. Wanabrough: Some of these
people are taxpayers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Does the
bon. memaber argue that only people who
pay taxes shall have the right to vote?

The Minister for Justice: People -who
pay taxes always argue that they sheould
have the vote.

Mr. Teesdale: Afghans pay rates, but
you would not give them the vote.

The Premier: They have a vote for the
Council.

Mr. Teesdale: More's the pity.
Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL : Will

members agree to giving tbese half-bloods
the franchige? Are we to have no cou-
sideration for our standard of living and
for oar public education? Is our moral
outlook to be lowered?

The Premier : Has the Commonwealth
Parliament no regard for this?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What has
the Commonwealth Parliament got to do
with it?

The Premier: You thiak the present Comn-
monwealth Government is the best -we have
had?

H1on. Sir JAMES MITCH1ELL: And we
wilt have it for a long time yet.

The Premier: Well, they have taken the
risk.

Hon. Sir JAMNES M1ITCHELL: Are we
to alter our moral outlook because of this?

The Premier: We will send a memorial
to Mr. Bruce drawing attention to the
moral effect of this provision in the Com-
mon wealth laws.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: TI e Gov-
ernment ask the House to agree to gi~e the
vote to people who are not capable of exer-
cising Any responsibility. As to the posi-
tion of the Federal Parliament we are
doing- what they have not done, yet it is
now proposed to alter our laws so that we
may give votes to people who are living
the life of wild men in the North.

The Minister for Justice: Not at all.

Hon. Sir JAMES IfITCHELL: 'Many-of
them arc. They live just as the blacks do.

Mr. Davy : The Police Act recognises
that.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
it does. We d'o noi -expect theim .to respect
all the laws of the 'country.

The Minister for Justice: Do you think
the people you refer to will apply to be
cilrolled?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They will he put on
'thc roll and you will force theta to vote.

The Premier; Will you get the three
Senate candidates to move to repeal the
provision in the Federal Electoral Act?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
people that I refer to would not try to get
on the roll, unless they were driven to the
electoral office in a motor ear. We may be
sure that the motor car will be there.

The Minister for Justice: And you can
be sure which party will pay for it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Who is
there that would know whether these people
really exist in the Kimberleys, in Pilbara,
Roebourne or other outlying districts? We
know that in those electorates a great
many postal votes are necessary. When
one thinks of what could happen there, one
shudders.

Mr. Chesson: Do you think the squatters
would enrol their progeny in the North?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is not fair.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is a

wise child in the North, so far as those to
whom this Bill will refer are concerned.
that knows its own father. The member
for Cue (Mir. Chesson) has lived in those
parts, and knows the position better than
we do. Let the people who have the right
to elect members of this Chamber be thoce
who have respect for our laws. The Gov-
ernment are asking that that right shall he
given to people without responsibility, and
that all our best traditions, environmeat
and so on, are to go by the board and that
the uninformed ore to be given the same
apportunity as the well-informed. Cannot
the Premier see the danger?

The Premier T will ask the Federal
Government andt Federal Parliament -hat
they think about it.

Hon. Sir JALMES MITCHELL : What
have they to do with this?

The Premier: The Federal Government
are exposing all Australia to this risk,
whereas wve are exposing only one portion
to this awful risk you picture.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
shall we do with them then? I know the-
Premier does not believe in this. The Bill
is not a Government measure and it is no

use telling me that the Premier believes in
it.. The [louse has the responsibility of
determining what shall be done and
whether these people shall he enrolled?
Do the members repres 'enting Northern con-
stituencies claim that they believe in this
provision ?

Mr. Pan ton: I have the Pilbara roll here
and it has the name of a half-caste on iL.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Thea the
bon. member should protest and have it
removed. I hope hon. members realise
what they are doing. We are asked to set
aside aill sense of right and responsibillty.
Expediency is not enough. It may be ex-
pedient to enrol these people, but we shoul I
realise what the effect will be. To my mind
it is a dreadful thing that this Noose
should be asked to consider enrolling people
who are living just as the blacks do in the
far North. I know there are some half-
caste people who live decent lives, clean
and wholesome as the white people. We
can only consider the question, however,
from thle standpoint of the whole, By
agreeing to this provision we shall enrol a
great many in the North who do not live
under such conditions.

The Minister for Justice: I have looked
through the Commonwealth roll and I do not
see the names of "Jimmy the Pig," or any of
those half-castes to whom you refer.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Probably
the Federal member has not bothered about
getting them enrolled. At any rate I do not
think these people posses the wide right
under the Federal Electoral Act that the
itlinister lprofesses.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, they have.
The Premier: This is exactly similar. As

a matter of fact it was because of the move-
ment to secure the uniformity of the rolls
that this provision got into the Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then it
was a inistake?

The Premier: No.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Was it an

accident?
The Premier: No, it was to bring our roll

into conformity with the Federal roll.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-

mier says in the Bill these half-castes ought
to he enrolled. I say they ought not to be
enrolled, ought not to have a hand in decid-
ing questions of State.

The Premier: Send a protest to the Fed-
eral Government.
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Hton. Sir JAM1ES MITCHELL: That is
for the Premier to do.

The Premier: I will ask them if the half-
castes have bad a prejudicial effect on
eletctions.

HIon. Sir JAMS 8 ITCHELL: And they
will say it is indistinguishable, that when so
many votes are east in each Federal elector-
ate, the half-castes cannot possibly count.

The Minister for Justice: Actually they
are not on the roll.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
are nearly 40,000 electors in each of the Fed-
eral electorates, and so a few votes could not
influence an election.

The Premier: Even in an electorate of
40,000 voters, an election might be deter-
mnined by half-a-dozen votes. That hap-
pened in Ballarat, where the election was
won by two or three votes-and I believe
those two or three voters were half-castes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
-would be warmaly applauded by thb Premier.
Consider how few might influence an elec-
tion in some of our eleetorates. In Kimber-
ley there are only 1,054 on the roll, in Men-
zies 453, in Mt. Margaret 781, in Pilbara.
798, and in Murehison 504.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: What about Roe-
bourne?

Rlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Roe-
bourne has 573 and Yilgarn 923. So, very
few votes might determine an election where
there are so few electors. The House is
asked to approve the enrolment of the half-
castes.

The Premier: It is the primary producers
along the Great Southern that we have in
imind.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We don't want it.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I en-

tirely disapprove of the proposal. It is
wonastrous. Do you, Sir, realise that it is
proposed that aL half-caste shall be made
t-lig-ible to become a member of this House,
and take his place here in national costume?
Hie could even occupy your position, Sir.
Just imagine addressing as His Honour, the
Speaker, Mr. Kookaburra from the bush.
There is nothing, to prevent a half-caste oc-
eiipyiniz the Speaker's Chair. As a matter
nf fact, if such a thing did happen, and a
half-caste occupied your high and honourable
position, be might ask "Glad-eye," the ledy-
member for Pilbara, to go out into the refresh-
ment room. But having arrived there, he
couild not a~k her to partake of a glass of
-zherry. hecause the law~ prohibits the sale of

liquor to natives. We are asked to give these
people the right to fill any position in the
Liouse.

The Premier: That privilege was conferred
on them by the Nationalist Government in
the Federal Parliame nt. I mnust again remind
you about that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL; What has
that to do with me? I believe that law was
passed by the Fisher Government.

The Premier: It was passed in 1918. I
think that was the win-the-war Government.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
did win the war.

The Premier: And the half-castes went to
the war, while the Asiatics stayed at home
and voted for the Legislative Council. Now
I understand the antics of another place.

Hon. Sir JAMES hUTGHELL: This is
not a Government measure, but a caucus
measure. I can see in it the hand of the
member for Kimberley, and the hand of the
member for Pilbara.

Mr. Teesdale: Don't insult the North in
that way.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I suppose
the member for Kimberley will get up and
support the measure, as will certainly others
who do not believe in it. The voice
of the Bill may be the voice of the Govern-
muent, but tIhc words arc the words of caucus,
and will give the half-caztes a vote. Speak-
ing only in the political sense, I say that
with some hon. members self-preservation
seems to be a much stronger instinct than
race pireservation. I have nothing more to-
say. I am astounded that such a proposi-
tion should ever have come before the Cham-
ber, and am even more astounded that it
should come from my friends sitting op-
posite. We on this side hope to defeat that
clause And to find at least half at dozen mnem-
hers who believe in a White Australia. All
sihould object to this prop~osal. Nothing more
iniquitous was ever inserted in any Electoral
Bill ever introduced in any Parliament of
Western Australia.

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [9.10]1: There are in the Bill two
main principles, one being the amalgamation
of the State and Federal rolls, and the other
compulsory voting. I am sorry the Minister
did not introduce them in two separate Bills,
for I should have liked to help him as to
the amalgamation of the rolls, while I do
not wish to assist his proposal for compul-
sory voting. As to the amalgamation of the
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two rolls, it is a reform that has been de-
sired for many years. It has been advo-
cated by practically all political parties as
a very necessary reform. In the Country
Party it has always been advocated, and I
can congratulate the Ministry on having de-
cided to put into operation a principle we
have desired for a very long time. I be-
lieve that under it we shall get very much
better rolls than we have had in the past.
At every State election somebody comes along
with a card in his hand and says,-"Look at
this. I have muy receipt, and everything, yet
am refused a vote." You look at his re-
ceipt and find that it is a Federal receipt.

It is most confutsing to people landed in a
new district to realise that they have to fill
in three separate forms, if they wish to
secure their falil electoral rights, one for the
Upper House, one for the Assembly, and
one for the Federal Parliament. It has led
to very great eon fusion and to oin entire
lack of efficiency in the preparation of the
roll. We have had bad rolls because -we
have had so inany rolls. Under the new
arrangement we shall get better rolls because
the Federal officers control the postal offi-
cials, who are closely in touch with the move-
ments Of l~Puln1.tion. So I say we shall get
very much better rolls than the State officials
have been able to produce.

Mr. Marshall: M 'v State roll is better
than any Federal roll.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Probably because
of an energetic member busying himself
about thle district. 'The 'Minister for Justice,
by way of interjection, said that hie would
scarcely have introduced the Bill hut for the
amalgamation of the State and Federal rolls.
I regret that the effort,, of the Government
'vere not directed to this one section and
that ecnipulsory voting was included.

Ho01. W.X. Mlunsie: The Federal Govern-
ment adopted it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It was not a
Government measure. It was introduced by
a private member and I think it was a fool-
ish thing for the Federal Parliament to do.
I hope the time is not at hand when the
people of this sovereign State will follow
every innovation adopted by the Federal
authority.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: I believe this is one
thing done by thle Federal Government that
was right.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I regret that we
should follow that example, particularly he-

fore we have !,ad experience of the results.
Hfon. S,.AV. Munsie: You can see the re-

sults in Queensland.
Mr. Lamnbert: Youi mean the political re-

sults9I
Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, the gen-

eral results-harassing a lot of people who
may be in an electorate. Take a good, loyal,
enthusiastic Labour man who has a farm in
an electorate -where the only candidates
no"':n-'ed are Ccuntry Party and National-
ist representatives.

The Premier: We should have no diffi-
culty in choosig between the two.

Mr. E. 11. .JOIINSTON: I thank the
Premier for that compliment to the Country
Patty; I~ ap~prciate it.

The Premier: I thought my interjection
was nion-commnittal.

Mr. E. B. JOHINSTO'N: Not in the least.
It can have only one meaning and I shall
have to take another illustration. Suppose
that same good Labottrite wore living in a
district when' the only ciindid,,tes were a
Nationalist a rid a National-Labourite.

The Premier: Then we would have a diffi-
culty.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: Why make that
good Labour man travel 10 or 12 miles from
his farmi to cast a vote in those circuim-
stances.

The Premier: He could have the very
great pleasure of striking out both of themz
and making his paper informi.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That is the
reason why I object to compulsory voting.
You can lead a hurse to water hut you can-
not make lhm drink.

Mr. Panton: Bult you can make him very
sorry that he didn't drink.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There is nothing
of which we Australians, are more proud
than the secey of the ballot. If we are
going to preserve, as I know the national
senthnent of the country always will pre-
serve, the secrecy of the hallot, it is of no
nisa compelling a man to leave his employ-
menit and cast a vote when no one knows
whether his vote will hie effective.

Mr. Panton: Let us have a national holi-
dayv on election day.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: At election after
election when there has been no Labour can-
didate, people have been brought in to the
poll by their friends, and T have afterwards
seen the papers coming out of the boxes,
some of them hearing no marks at all. I
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have felt certain that those have been the
papers of supporters of a party who had
no candidate in the field, and that they really
did not wish to vote.

Mr. Teesdale: What were you doing
amongst the boxes?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I was a candi-
date, and I had a right to be present at the
scrutiny.

Mfr. Lambert: Were there any sliding
pa nels in the boxes?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Certainly not.
On other occasions when no Labour candi-
date has been standing, I have seen a ballot
paper come out of the box bearing the words,
"Don't want either of them; want a good
Labour candidate."

lion. S. WV. M.Nunic: Good judgment, tou.
Mr. E. B. 3011 N STON: Why compel an

individual of that description to sacrifice a
day's work in his garden and drive eight or
10 mniles in and out when he is not going
to cast an effective vote?

Mi. Lambert: Do not you consider that
was in effective vote?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON:- I object to this
continued interference with the freedom of
the peolple. Let the people please them-
selves to a reasonable extent. We shall
not ensure g-ood government if we force
people with little knowledge of and no in-
terest in polities to record votes when they
are unwilling to dio so.

IHon. S. W. M5unsie: Why force them to
get their namies on the roll?

11r. Davy: Don't do it!
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That is a proper

thing to do; I believe in compulsory enrol-
ment entirely. Under that provision we
compel everyone to be in a position to record
a proper franchise.

Mr. lkillington: You believe in a unified
hut not a uniform system.

Mr. ER B. JOHNSTON: It iis right that
every' elee-tor should be enrolled and have a
right to rieord his franchise if the candi-
date-, and policies are worthy of it. If he
considers themn unworthy, lie should not be
,compelled to go to the poll because, if he
does not wish to vote for either candidate,
he has the right to record an informal vote.

The Premier: You are a hit inconsistent
there.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I object to Bill
after Bill being, introduced to interfere with
cur liberty and impose additional taxation.

It would be wise not to adopt compulsory
voting at present. If we are going to have
it, let us first see how it works at the Federal
election. I am not considering the political
result, but I am interested from the point
of view of seeing how many people record
their votes and how many are fined because
of ignorance of or dereliction of the law
of compulsory voting.

The Premier: Did the P.P.A. protest
against the Federal Government adopting
comipulsory voting?-

1Ir, E. B. JOHNSTON: It was a non-
party Bill introduced by a private member.
It was a bad Bill, and an unnecessary Bill
whit-h1 interfere I with the freedom of the
subject. Thero is this to be said for it,
thoughI, that in the Federal arena the great
p~olitical parties are almost always certain to
1)0 represented at every poll. 'To that extent
there is a slight justification for compelling
electors to exercise their franchise, but I can
see no reason wihy a man should be com-
pelled to vote for one of two candidates at
a State election, both of whom may repre-
sent a policy of which he does not approve.
In those circumstances we would get better
results if we left electors free to vote or re-
frain from voting as they themselves deter-
mined according to their consciences and
their ideas or what "-as righbt.

Ron. S. W. Mutnsie: WVhat would you do
with the man you mentioned who under the
voluntary system made an informal vote?

Mr. H. B. JOHNSTON: I would leave him
quite free to enjoy the secret ballot if he
wished, and if~ he desired to refrain from
voting hie should he able to absent himself
from the poll.

Mr. Davy: What would the Honorary
.11inister do with hib?

The 'Minister for Justice: What if there
were two of the same party, one a pro-
hibitionist?

Mr. E. a. JOH*NSTON: I do not think
the 'Minister need ask me that; I should
certainly attend that election and do what
was right. If the Government determine
to foist compulsory voting on the community,
I suggest that they should first give it a
trial in this House. Let us make it compul-
sory for every memher to vote at every did-.
sion for a month.

Mr. Panton: Hear, hear!
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am afraid that

if the Government adopted that innovation
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during the agricultural show season, mebn-
hers of my party would be rather heavily
fined, but at the same time I would urge
the Government to give compulsory voting
that trial in the House for a month.

Air. Lambert: If there is one man in this
House who should be silent on that, it is you.

AYr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There is no
reason why I should be silent upon it.Mr. Lambert: I will give you instance$
i f you like.

Air. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am objecting
to the principle of compulsory voting, of
which I do not approve. Perhaps the mnem-
bers who from time to time were fined for
absence from divisions in this House would
realise how much inconvenience they were
subjecting electors to in compelling them to
vote at general elections when tbey did not
desire to do so.

Mr. Lambert: You would be fined on one
or two occasions.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am opposed to
putting the Government of the country
into the bands of people who do not take
sufficient interest in public. affairs to do
their duty on election day. The Bill pro-
vides in effect that the names of casual work-
ers shall not be struck off the roll if the elec-
toral officer does not know where they are.

The Minister for Lands : There is no
right to strike them off for three months
afterwards.

Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: That is the law
at present- and that should he quite suffi-
cient.

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
that.

Air. E. B. JOHNSTON: If the casnal
workers indicated are to have the benefit
of the provision, the employees in the
building trade, who travel from building
to building in different parts of an elec-
torate, and hotel and restanrant employee-,
who move about a good deal, should be in-
cluded. However, I object to the provisionl
altogether, because I consider there IS a1
much better way by which the Government
can secure the right to the franchise for
casual workers whose employment neec,-
sitates their moving from place to place.
Practically all such workers are within
reach of a post office and leave a postal
address. If it were obligatory on the
electoral officer, before striking an elector
off the roll, to post him by registered post
a form of objection and enclosing a, claim

card for an altered address, 1 think it
would be filled in and returned in every
instance. To-day the notices are Sent iii
the ordinary way without being registered.
I have been in charge of an electoral office
and I understand the difliculty. The notices
are returned from the post offices. If the
letters were registered, a good deal more
care would be taken to see that they
reached their destination. I commend this
suggestion to the Minister, because I desire
that everyone entitled to the franchise
should have his vote prescrved to him.

The Minister for Lands : You wanted
economy just now; that would mean heavy
expense.

Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: It would mean
small expense.

The Minister for Lands: It would mean
heavy expense.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: But it would be
worth while in order to preserve their right
to vote, and it would be much preferable
to leaving the names of such people on
the roll indefinitely when their present
addresses were not known. As regards the
enrolment of half-castes, the Country
Party, with other parties, have a platform
containing a plank for the maintenance of'
a white Australia, and to give a vote to
half-caste aborigines would be opposed to-
that as well as to national sentiment. Occa-
sionally some of these people do get a good
sphere, but generally speaking they are worse
than are the ahorigines. They seem to
inherit the worst qualities of both races,
and generally reside with the blacks, and
I would not be a party to compelling them
to enrol and to attend the booth on
polling day to vote. This is a mistake.
The Premier spoke about the Imperial Gov-
ernment desiring that Indians should be
enrolled. If lie gives half-castes a vote for
this State House hie will find himself in a
far more difficult position to refuse the
franchise to Asiatics.

The Premier: Not at all.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : That will he

used as a lever against him. He will be
giving the vote to half-castes living
amongst aboriginals, and refusing it in the
case of Asiatics.

The Premier: Not at all.
MAr. E. B. JOHNSTON: He will he on

better ground if he refuses the franchise
to both. We, on these benches, oppose the
proposal to 'give votes to half-castes.
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MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [9.30]:
M y objections to this Bill are connected
with two particular clauses. I do not know
bow the long list of exemptions contained
in Clause 44 was arrived at. I have never
had the slightest trouble with regard to the
matter since I have been in the North. I
have never heard about the difficulty of these
men getting their notice cards. Since the
aerial service was instituted madl deliveries
have much improved.

The Minister for Lands: A deputation.
waited on us at Wyndbam to show that men
could not get their cards and returns, and
could not he enrolled.

Mr. TfEESDALE: There have been oc-
casions when the cards were not delivered
in time.

Thle Premier: In connection with men who
were inland.

Mr. TEESDALE: There have been cases
where the cards did not arrive at the sta-
tions. This was inexplicable. There is the
boundary rider who lives at his hat within
perhaps 20 miles of the station. These huts
are within fortnightly communication of
headquarters. Either a man goes out there
with tucker, or the boundary rider goes in
to the station for his tucker or mails. The
commercial traveller usually confines himself
to the coastal towns.

Mr. Lamond: There are boundary riders
in your electorate who do not get away for
six months at a stretch.

Mfr. TEESDALEJ: The commercial trav-
ellers are always in touch with telegrams,
cables and telephones and with the aerial
mail service. We need not consider them
in the matter-, and they arc very few in
number. The kangaroo hunters come in reg-
ularly either for their tucker, to bring in
their skins, or to gct their mails. I know
the conditions of the stations in the North.
The station bookkeeper is in charge of the
mails. He receives them from the station
hands or the mailman, and sends the mails
away regularly. He lives within 50 feet
of the head station. There is no question
about such a man not being able to register
his change of address or failing to get in
his card. Storekeepers do not move about
two or three times a year. They generally
stay in one place for 12 months,. and if they
leave a district they usually come South, end
register immediately they get here. I hope
no one will question the fact tbat the shearer
lives within 5 minutes' walk of the main
station. He has no difficulty in getting his

mails. If he thinks he will be out of the
Kiniherleys within a certain time, he will
register for the place to which he is going.

The Minister for Justice:. Ha cannot ao
that.

Mr. TEE SDALE: A flat contradiction
like that weakens my respect for the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: Is there not diffi-
culty about getting his card ii

The Minister for Justice: By the time the
card is in he has gone to some other place.

Mr. TEESDALE: The aerial mail service
lins effected a wonderful improvement in
this respect. I should like to have seen the
mioney represented by the Commonwealth
payments to the service devoted to the in-
stallation of telephones in order to bring
people in the outback centres in closer touch
with civilisation. There is no justficatin
for putting the wool classer on the exemp-
tion list. He tuckers in the homestead, and
usually camps with the engineer.

The Mlinister for Lands: We met some
people who thought they were on the roll
but when they came down they could not be
registered.

Mr. TEESDI)AE: Most of tbe troubles
have been caused by the non-arrival of the
cards at the stations in time. This has not
occurred to any great extent. It is due to
some mishap to the packages of cards.

The Minister for Lands: Due to some peri
son striking the names off the roll.

Mr. TEESDALE: That is done on both
sides.

The Minister for Lands: I am not dealing
with sides. I do not know how they came
to be taken off.

Mr. TEESDALE: People who have no
connection with an election do not take names
off the roll. That is generally done by the
candidate or by some zealous friend. I have
never taken a dozen names off the roll in
ray life. Those I have taken off have been
the names of dead men. I hope the Minister
will adjust this extraordinary list of exemp-
tions.

The Minister for Justice: You will have
your opportunity in Committee.

Mr. TEE SDALE: I will tell my people
what I have said on this matter. There has
been no trouble of this kind in my elector-
ate, andi I do -not think it hen occurred in
the other electorates of the North. Some-
times people get mixed up between the Fed-
eral and the State cards. The people in my
electorate have complained about niot being
registered, but I have found that they have
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contented themselves with signing the Fed-
eral cards, and taken it for granted that they
would be on the State roll. I must take
exception to the clause relating to half-castes.
I hope the House, will not be the first in
Australia to make it possible for half-castes
to sit here. The Mlinister does not realise
the seriouness of the matter. These people
are not capable of exercising the franchise.
I was present on one occasion when a num-
ber of half-castes were recording their votes
at a municipal election. It -was deplorable
to see the manner in which they mixed things
up. They were driven in a mob to the poll-
ing booth.

Mr. [Lambert- Where was this?
-Mr. TEE SDALE: In the North. They

looked like brute beasts being driven along
the street, and I am certain not 5 per cent.
of them, had the slightest idea what they
were going in for. The moment a half-caste
comes into this Chamber, or is registered
for this. House, I go out of it once and, for
all.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) (9.43]:
One would imagine from the remarks of
the Leader of the Opposition that there were
no half-castes, in the State except in the
North. Ile drew a vivid picture of these
poor things being driven like cattle or sheep
to the poll. He went so far as to say he
could imagine them coining into this House
wearing a loin cloth, which he said was
their national dress.

The Minister for Justice: This Bill does
not deal with the qualification of members
of Parliament.

Mr. Teesdale: They will come in if they
get a vote.

M1r. TLambert: What is wrong with them
coming in!

Mr. COVERLEY: He referred to them
as being ignorant persons who did not know
what they were doing. He overlooked the
fact that the Aborigines Act specifies that
every half-caste child has to he taken charge
of by the State, and educated at a mission
or aboriginal station. I know many half-
caste stockmen in the Kimberleys, who are
earning their living like -ordinary white men.
They are a good class of people and have
bad a fair education, and are fully entitled
to record their votes. I can assure the House
that there are no half-castes living in blacks'
camps up there.

Mr. Teesd ale: What do you say?
Mr. COVERLEY: You know it, too.

Mr. Teesdale: You have never seen the
North if you talk like that.

Mr. COVERLEY: The difference between
the member for Roeboorne (Mr. Tecsdale)
and myself is that he travelled by motor ear
along the main roads in the North to the
central stations, while I walked some of the
way and rode on horseback the rest.

31 r. Teesdale: You have never been on
the 90-mile Beach in your life. Don't talk
to nie about the North.

Mir. SPEAKER: Order!1
Mr. Teesdale: I know what I am talk-

ing about.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hion. mem-

ber must preserve order.
Mr. Teesdale: I will give. you something

about your district if you want it.
Air. SPEAKER: Order!l The hion. mem-

ber must cease interjecting .
Mr. Teesdale: I did not hear you, Mr.

Speaker. I beg your pardon.
Mr. COVERLEY: It is not necessary

to go to the D-mile Beach to know how the
half'-castes are treated. The hon. member
must know that the half-castes are sent to
the mission stations or to the aboriginal re-
serves. There are two of those reser-es in
the Kimberleys alone. I take exception to
the remarks of the mnember for Roebourne
in endeavouring to lead the House to be-
lieve that it was usual for men to get a
weekly or fortnightly mail service in the
Kim berleys. The only mail service avail-
able is by air and it ends at Derby. The only
service apart from the aerial mail service
for the back country is a monthly service
by coach, apart from those that are catered
for by boundary riders, and so on. From
Fitzroy Crossing to Hall's Creek, which is
the centre of many cattle stations, there
is a monthly mail servie. The mailman
drops the mail along the main route at the
central stations, and proceeds on his way.
The majority of the mailmen never see the
outer stations at all. They are 20 or 50
miles away from the central stations where
the mails are dropped. Some of these outer
stations may not be seen once in six months.
It is ridiculous for the member for Roe-
bourne to say that the men on those stations
could get their electoral cards with one fort-
nightly delivery, and return them by the
mail a fortnight later. From Hall's Creek
to Wyndhamn there is no mail service. The
distance between those centres is 240 miles.

Air. Teesdale: No mail service between
Wyndhamn and Derby?
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Mr. COVER LEY: You know the posi-
tion, too.

Mr. Teesdale: You know tb-at the mail
goes to Derby, through to Hall's Creek and
down to Wyndham. I have been through
the country more than you have.

MNr. COVERLEY: Yes, by motor ear.
Mr. Teesdale: Is it a crime to travel by

motor car?
.%r. COVERLEY: The mails are not taken

fito the back country except by drovers,
who may haplpen to be ealling, at the outer
stations on their trips. That wvill give an
indication as to howv much of a fortnightly
tuail service the people outback get. Under
the existing conditions a man may leave a
station or may be sacked. lie may go to
am-other station 40 or 50 miles further along.
W\hen it is ascertained that that man is not
at his original address, a card is sent to
him by the electoral authorities at his orig-
inal address. The result is that it is returned
to the post office as unclaimed. That man
would not know until he canme to vote that
his name had been struck off the roll.

llon. G. Taylor: That happens all over
the State.

1%r. COVEBLEY: That has happened
with both State and Federal rolls. I sup-
port-

Mr. Teesdale: The half-castes, do you.
Air. COVERLEY; I support the Bill as a

means of affording a little protection to the
men far inland, who have not the oppor-
tunities to attend to their enrolment, as
have people in the city. Hon. members
should realise the p:osition of the men in
the back country and give them this assist-
onee-

Mr. Teesdale: You have not said any-
thing about the half-castes.

Mr. COVERLEY: You have said enough
for ten of us.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! This must cease.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.52]: 1
commend the Government for bringing for-
ward a measure aiming at economy and effi-
ciency in having joint Federal and State
rolls. It has aMways been a regrettable fact
that the taxpayers have been put to con-
siderable expense because of the existence
of the two electoral rolls. Apart from two
or three clauses, there is nothing in the Bill
to which anyone can take exception. Two
clauses in particular deserve a good deal of
criticism. There is provision for electors to

notify a change of address within 21 days.
Certain exemptions are provided and these
have been dealt with by the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale). I cannot help think-
ing that the exemptions have been included
as a distinct compliment to the electors I
represent. They are indeed very dangerous
exemptions. I will illustrate this by indi-
cating what took place during the last elec-
tion. Adjoining my electorate is the Roe-
boune electorate, and it was known for
months that there would be no election in
that particular district.

The Minister for Justice: The hon. mem-
ber did not thnk so.

Mr. ANGELO: South-east of the Gas-
coyne electorate are the Murehison and Alt.
Magnet electorates, both having been repre-
sented by worthy Labour members for ninny
years past. No serious opposition was an-
ticipated in those electorates. What hap-
pened? For many months every man who
came through my electorate was enrolled on
the Gascoyne roll. So thoroughly was this
done that something like 600 names were
added to the nill within six months.

The Minister for Works: How many did
you strike off?

Mr. ANGELO: The electoral registrar
struck off the names of 400 people who had
left the district.

The Minister for Works: At whose re-
quest?

Mr. ANGELO: At the request of the
organisation that supported me.

The Minister for Lands: And they broke
the law, because a person is entitled to vote
within three months after he has left a
district.

Mr. ANGELO: Those people should have
been enrolled in other electorates where they
resided.

The M'%inister for Works: You got them
struck off.

Mr. Lambert: If you had not done that
you would have been defeated by 200 or
300 votes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. ANGELO; So thorough was the can-

vass that in one instance the names of 12
men were put on the Gascoyne roll and the
address given was a station in the Roebourne
electorate. They forgot that it was not in
the Gascoyne. I do not think that some of
these men were ever in the Gascoyne district.

*.%r. Lambert: You do not know much
about your own boundaries.
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Air. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. ANGELO: It has been said that cards

were not available at the stations. I know
that several supplies were sent up to sta-
tions in my electorate at various times. The
officers of the Electoral Department assured
me three times that they sent up new sup-
plies. Organisers representing both parties
carried round with them supplies of plain
cards and every person who could be en-
rolled was enrolled. I have always had a
Supply of cards with me and when I came
to a station T asked the owner who were
employed there. I got everyone enrolled, no
matter whether they were station hands, or
who they were, and I always left cards for
the others.

Mr. Lambert: Wink the other eye.
Air. ANGELO: As a niatter of fact, I

have been asked in some instances not to
send the cards in because it was not desired
that the Taxation Department should know
the men were there.

Mr. Lamnbert interjected.
Mir. SPEAKER: Order! I have called

upon the member for Coolgardie several
times to keep order, and if he persists in
ignoring the Chair, it will be necessary for
me to take action.

Mr. ANGELO: Every opportunity was
given to these men to be enrolled. Surely
it is no great hardship if, on changing their
address, they have to let it become known.
Another objectionable feature of the Bill is
that giving the haflf-caste a vote.

Mr. Lambert: Hear, hear!
AMr. ANGELO: I am glad to know the

lion. member agrees with rue.
Air. Lamibert: If there were no white

men up there, there would be no half-castes.
Mr. ANGELO: Possibly that is true. We

an know that the average half-caste in this
State is about the lowest ty' pe in the world.
It is useless to say they can be civilised to
any great extent. I have known half-castes
to be educated, but at the first opportunity
they reverted to the wild state. Some time
ago a very decent half-caste in Gascoyne
married another half-caste, and I got the
Government to give them a small block of
land, wvhilst a few of us up there raised
enough money to build a shack for them to
live in. Actually they lived in it one night,
,after which the male half-caste went back
to his camp.

Air. Sleemn: Is it a ease of the father
being reflected in the children?

Mr. ANGELO: I do not know who their
fathers are; I cannot say whether or not
the lion. member was ever up there. I think
it is coming a bit low to pat the half-caste
on the same footing as ourselves, and give
him the same voting power.

AMr. Teesdale: Th brotherhood of man!
Air, ANGELO: When it comes to a half-

bred Asiatic, lie is the wvorst of the lot. The
other night we had a discussion here because
Chinese servants are employed in a certain
hotel. Now we have this proposal that we
should give the progeny of Asiatic immor-
ality the same privileges that we have our-
selves. I hope this degrading provision will
be wiped out.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.3)
Parts of the Bill may be very beneficial.

The Premier: It is like the curate's egg,
good in parts.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. I am not
enamoured of the suggestion to hand over
the compilation of our rolls to the Federal
Department. We are slowly but surely
whittling away the rights and privileges of
Western Australia. It may mean certain
economy, but the Minister himself said the
saving would be but very slight, perhap~s
£500 per annum. The Bill may be all right
in its application to thickly populated
centres, hut I cannot see any provision for
making it easier for those in remote dis-
tricts to get on the roll. However, since
the Government have decided upon the Hill,
we canl take it for granted that it will be
passed. As for the exemptions for certain
voters moving about from place to place,
judging from the interjections when the
member for Gascoyne (21r. Angelo) was
speaking, that provision seems to be aimed
at his seat and, possibly, one or twvo others.
If we are to permit a system that will give
anybody the right to put countless names
on the roll, I view the proposal with sus-
picion. There seemed to be a little ill-
feeling towards the member for Gascoyne
because after certain organisers had gone
through the electorate and put many names
on the roll they were hoist with their own
petard. I hope there will be no stuffing of
rolls in any electorate, that the rolls shall
be made as clean as possible. I think that
the giving of special privileges, such as are
outlined in Clause 44, is oplenint the door
a little wide and may tend to practices not
altozether desirable. As for the proposal
to strike out from the original Act thme
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words, "persons of half blood," to me it is
an astounding proposition to have conic
from the Labour Party.

Mr. Panton: It has not come from the
Labour lParty,

11r. THOMSON: Who is responsible for
tile Bill if not the Labour Party I WVe
know of course that the Mlinister for Jus-
tice introduced the Bill and that the mem-
her for Kimbecrley (Mr. Coverley) and
others have strongly advocated their in-
elusion.

Thle Premlier: The member for Kimberley
did not refer to it.

Mr. THOMSON: I heard him say that
whlen a hail-caste child was born in thle
North it was taken charge of by the
Aborigines Department and placed in thle
aborigines' reserve, where it was educated
and taught to be a boundary rider. Then
the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert)
interjected that of course they were willing
to have the half-castes working for thle
white men but did not want them to have
a vote. Now we are told that half-castes
were not mentioned,

Mr. Lambert: Why are they ashamed of
their own progeny?

Mr. THOMSON : I am not discussing
that phase.

Mr. Lamnbert: It is a phase you ought to
discuss.

Mir. THOMSON: One of the proud boasts
of the Commonwealth is that we stand for
a white Australia.

Mr. Mkarshall: We still boast that.
Mir. THOMSON: Yet your party have

introduced a Bill to give half-castes all
the privileges that we enjoy. To me it is
amazing. It will mean that the progeny oeC
a Japanese with an aboriginal or of a
Chinese with an aborigine, is to be placed
on an equality with our own boys and girls.
Some years ago in Katanning, until we per-
suaded the Governlment to stop it, we had
ahoriginal children coming in from the
aborigines' camp and sitting, in the State
school side by side with our own children.
II ask members who are supporting this pro-
vision in the Bill do they want to sit side
hr side with halt-caste aborigines who may
be the progeny of Japanese oi* Chinese with
aborigzinal women.

.%r. Lambert: This afternoon I passed a
beautifully dressed woman in Hay-street
nursing a poodle. Is an aborigine any
worse than a poodle?7

Mr. THOMSON: I am sorry that anty
hon. member should treat this subject with
such levity. If this side of the House had
dared to introduce such a provision I can
imagine thle reception it would have got
from members opposite. I will certainly
oppose that clause. I am strongly opposed
to compulsory voting.

Mr. Lambert: Five or six years ago you
were not opposed to compulsion; you were
strongly ia favour of it.

Mr. THOMlSON: I am opposed to com-
pulsory voting. Shortly we shall have the
Federal elections, at which compulsory
voting will be in operation for the first
timne inl the Commonwealth. We can well
atfford to stay our hands until we see the
results of the innovation. I am not oppos-
ing compulsory voting because it may be
prejudicial to those 1 represent, but because
I object to compelling people to go to the
poll. Secondly I object to it because it is
those who are living in remote country dis-
tricts who will suffer most from prosecu-
tion. In the metropolitan area and in coun-
try towns it is easy for the elector to get
to thle poll, involving at most a walk of
half a mile or a mile. Moreover, at election
time in such centres there are plenty of
motor cars to take people to the poll, and
so there is no difficulty in getting there.
But I can imagine a man very busy on his
farm probably 10 or 15 miles from a poll-
ing booth-

The Minister for Justice: If he is that dis-
tance away he will have a reasonable excuse.
Read the Bill.

Mr. THOMSON: Then say five, four or
two miles away, the principle is the same.
Facilities are not provided in the country
districts, as in the more thickly populated
centres, for people to get the polling booths.
If it were necessary to have ears to get some
voters to the booths, it would cost £1I or £ 2
per vote.

The Minister for Justice: Electors themn-
selves would be compelled to go to the poll.

Mr. THOMSON: They will be compelled
to do so if this measure is passed.

The Mlinister for Justice: There is pro-
vision for a reasonable excuse.

Mfr. THOMSON: What is a reasonable
excuse, and what is it going to cost? The
Government would be wise to stay their hand
as regards this provision. There is plenty
of time. I presume the Government do not
anticipate having an election before 1927-
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Of course one never knows, but indications
at present poinlt to their continuing on the
box seat until that time. This amendment
could be introduced 12 months hence as it
would then be just as effective in regard to
Assembly elections.

Mir. Sleemanl: You want to see the results
of the Federal election first of all.

Mr. THOMSON: I have no doubt what the
results will be; I am not worrying about
them. I hope I am discussing this measure
on broader lines than the bare consideration
whether it will be advantageous to any par-
ticular section. We in this State have had
no experience of compulsory voting. The
Minister quoted figures to show that higher
percentages had be5i recorded under com-
pulsory voting in Belgium, Denmark, and
Queensland.

Mr. Davy: What good did that do to any-
one?

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know that those
places are any better governed than is West-
ern Australia. Viewed from the standpoint
of good government, f am afraid that the
quoting of Queensland as an illustration was
not too apt.

The Minister for Justice: Queensland cer-
tainly has government by all the people.

Mr. THOMSON: And we have govern-
nment by all those people who feel disposed
to vote. If a man is not sufficiently inter-
ested to look after his own interests, he de-
serves to suffer if the Government returned
to power is one of which he does not ap-
Prove. He is to blame for his failure to
exercise the franchise, and if he gets some-
thing he does not want, it senves him right.
It is reasonable and fair to ask the Govern-
ment to await the testing of the Federal Act
and see how it affects the people. We want
to know whether it -will be advantageous, not
to the Labour, Country or Nationalist party,
but to the people and in the interests of the
State. If it can be shown by the Federal
elections that compulsory voting is beneficial,
we will have sounder reasons for adopting
it. There is no reason why we should adopt
it at this stage simply because it is the law
of the Commonwealth. Surely it is not go-
ing to become an accepted principle that,
because the Federal Parliament has passed
a certain measure, we as a State should do
likewise. While I shall not vote againsf the
second reading, I hope the Government will
treat the Bill as a non-party measure and

will leave mnembhers free to vote upon it as
they think fit.

On motion by Mr. Lam bert, debate ad-
journed.

Rouse adjourned at 10.21 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
l).IU., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Group Settlers'
Advances Bill.

PRIVILEGE-ALLEGED INTIMVIDA-
TION.

Hon. J. Duff all and the Al mister for Works.

Debate resumed from 10th September on
the following motion by Hon. J. Duffell:-

That the conduct of the Hon. A. McCallum,
M.L.A., Minister for Works, in using threaten-
lag and abusive language in the precincts of
this House to thc mover was a gross breach
of privilege and deserving of the censure of
members of Parliament;

to which the Colonial Secretary-had moved
the following amendment-

Strike out all words after ''that'' and in.
sert the following -"This House having heard
the statement of the hon. member, and the
explanation put forward by the Loader of
the House on behalf of the Minister for Works,
while deeply regretting the friction which has
occurred, passes to the next Order of the Day.


